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Sunday, September 23, 2001 
Calgary Municipal Plaza (City Hall) 
Registration From: 11:30 a.m. 
Afternoon Walk: 1:30 p.m. 
e-mail: aidswalk@canuck.com 
me Phone: 403-233-AIDS 
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Red Ribbon: 
Support for those living with HIV/AIDS 
- Remembrance of those who have died 


Awareness of HIV/AIDS as a health/ social issue a 
| Hope for a cure 


3 kilometres long: starting at the Municipal Plaza, 
west along 8th Avenue to 11th St. S.W., then 
south to Connaught Park. 
Join us at the after-walk gathering 
: Food, beverages and prizes! 
= ee Living Quilt and Memorial Panel to record your thoughts 
Special needs assistance available 
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Cover: 


Entertainer Ben Hartt from The Curtain Rises. 
Photographed at Edmonton’s Citadel 
by Simon Burroughs 


The one and only 
Ronnie Burkett chats 
with Outlooks in 
preparation for a 
return to the city 
and stage that 
launched his 
Theatre of 
Marionettes 


We all know Will & Grace’s 
Jack Macfarland, now let’s 
get acquainted with his 
off-screen alter-ego, 
Sean P. Hayes 


Artist Christopher Kier explains just why “waxy 
build-up” is nof a problem in his eyes 
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Matt’s understanding, open 
minded and dedicated. 


A strong voice for our 
community 
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Dear Editor: 

During a recent visit to Vancouver 
for their Pride festivities, | was shocked to 
see the impact of their strict non-smoking 
regulations. The tiny little smoker’s rooms 
in some bars were overcrowded and under- 
ventilated. Often the non-smoking areas 
were almost empty. In restaurants you had 
to leave the establishment to smoke unless 
they had patios, which were nearly always 
full to capacity. I hope Calgary is more 
sensible and allows businesses to choose if 
they are a smoking or non-smoking estab- 
lishment. It has had a severe impact on 
business revenues in Vancouver and I hope 
we are not stupid enough to enact a by-law 
that hurts our local businesses. The free- 
dom to choose should always be there. 


Concerned, 
J.T., Calgary 


The Editor Responds: 

With a civic election coming in 
October, make sure you ask the candi- 
dates where they stand on this issue. 


Dear Outlooks: 

My new Outlooks Millennium 
Community Foundation MasterCard really 
looks good. It makes me feel proud as I use 
this card knowing that I'm making a con- 
tribution to worthy causes. However, 


there’s an added benefit when I’m shop- 
ping which I didn’t anticipate: sometimes I 
go to pay for my purchase and the card gets 
no reaction; however, when the sales clerk 
recognizes the logo we have an instant 
bond. It’s led me to some very interesting 
conversations and very friendly service. 
Now I use this card almost every time I go 
shopping and I’ve cancelled some of my 
other cards. Keep up the good work! 


R. Morgan, Edmonton 


Dear Editor: 

I just picked up the new 
Vancouver edition of Outlooks and I was 
very impressed with your supplement just 
for Vancouver readers. It had a good local 
feel to it and I hope you are going to con- 
tinue with this in every issue. Will it 
include local event and entertainment list- 
ings in the future? 


Yours gratefully, 
Andrew L., Vancouver 


The Editor Responds: 

Yes! We hope to include local 
event listings and more local stories; it 
will continue if we receive advertising 
support. 
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fi FINE COFFEE COAST TO COAST f§ 


Thanks for making us part of the community for the past 10 
years. We have joined the Timothy’s World Coffee family to 
bring you an even better coffee experience. Watch for exciting 
new products & promotions coming soon. 


Timothy’s World Coffee 
1610 - 10™ Street SW 
Calgary, Alberta 

403 - 244 - 7750 


LAUNCHING SEPTEMBER 2001 
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Dear Outlooks: 

I think the idea of having a gay 
credit card is definitely a great one. The 
fact that it supports AIDS research and 
education is a noble idea, but not well 
thought out. It will help in the fight 
against the “gay” disease or at least 


that’s the message many uninformed 
people will glean from it. Gay and AIDS 
should not be promoted together because 
it perpetuates the myth that AIDS is only 
a gay disease and may have a negative 
effect on the research for a cure. Maybe 
“The Fight For A Cure” 


it should be 


GRAND PRIZE INCLUDES: 
. §0-inch Theatre View Projection TV - 
DVD-Video Player 
4-head Hi-Fi Stereo VCR 


Grand Prize Value Approximately$3,000 


credit card and avoid any confusion by 
the public at large. 


D. Turner, Red Deer 


The Editor Responds: 

The primary recipient of 
Foundation fundraising is AIDS 
research and education, but many 
other gay and lesbian causes will also 
benefit. 
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autofocus camera including film and batteries 
(while quantities last). MSRP (Manufacturers Suggested Retall Price) $110.00 
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GRAND PRIZE DRAW: No purchase necessary. Rules and regulations avaliable in-store. Contest closes and ail entries must be received by November 30, 2001. Grand Prize draw wil take place on 


December 10, 2001. Ta be eligible lo win, entrants must de of or over the age of 


in thei province of residence. The contest is open {o all residents of Canada. excluding residents of the 


majority 
province of Quebsc. KODAK CAMERA GAVE-AWAY: *For new bookings only at full adult brochure price on selected product Mra perp ng 20 pp 
Group bookings do not apply. Consumers wil receive ons camera per booking upon final payment. Grand Prize and Kodak cameras must be accepted as awarded and cannot be exchanged for cash. 
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1-888-255-0515 
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september Is support season 


By Roy Heale 


Labour Day weekend always tends to 
signify the end of summer and the return to 
normal after the holiday season. This year, 
September is full of activities that will 
make the changing season a little more 
pleasant. On September 7th, the launch of 
PrideVision TV will provide us all with an 
opportunity to see what a GLBT television 
network has to offer. A talented team of 
gays and lesbians has been working for 
almost six months preparing for this launch 
and there’s sure to be some intrigue as to 
what’s in store for viewers. As this is the 
first network of its kind, we need to 


demonstrate our support by calling local 
cable companies to request this new serv- 
ice. It should provide us all with some 
interesting television viewing as we head 
into the winter months. 

If you live in Edmonton, or close by, the 
third annual The Curtain Rises fund-raiser 
for GLCCE is not to be missed. This 
month’s cover model, Ben Hartt, is the 
headline entertainer and his popular dance 
songs and music will make for an excellent 
evening’s entertainment, along with the 
many other performers and silent auction. 
Be sure to buy your ticket early and help 


Edmonton’s GLCCE celebrate 30 years of 


service to our community. The Edmonton 
Citadel has provided an excellent venue for 


BEN HARTT 


Products from 
Nature’s Wonder Plant 
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Calgary’s Original 
Hemp Store 


926A - 17th Ave S.W. 


r future cover models 


these parties and this year will be no excep- 
tion. This fun evening is a must for your 
calendar. 


Each year, as we approach the end of 
September, it’s time for the National AIDS 
Walk. This year, the 23rd is the date all 
across Canada. All too often we tend to 
forget the importance of this annual 
fundraiser and how many people depend 
upon the monies it generates to help with 
research, prevention programs and support 
for people with AIDS. Due to the advances 
in research and new drug programs, the 
impact of HIV and AIDS is less obvious to 
everyone today than it was a few years ago. 


yent erections 
* Quick come back time 
« More intense & 
frequent orgasms 
* Improved stamina 
& endurance 


For more information or 
to order call 
Pursuit of Health Inc. 


This makes it easy to forget how important 
the fight against this disease really is. 
Once a year we have the opportunity to 
walk a few miles, collect a few pledges and 
help make a difference. So, if you’ve never 
participated in your local walk or it’s been 
a few years since the last time you did, 
make 2001 a year that you take a step 
towards the goal to find a cure. We have 
provided in-depth listings for all the walks 
across Canada on page 20. Please be sure 
to contact your local organisers for com- 
plete details, either to participate in the 
walk or assist as a volunteer organiser. 
Until there is a cure for AIDS, this annual 
event will play an important role in fun- 
drasing and supporting programs in our 
respective communites. 

So, as we enjoy the last days of summer 
and begin our preparations for the fall sea- 
son there are plenty of activities to enjoy. 
As the days become a little shorter and the 
evenings longer, supporting and participat- 
ing in community events provides a great 
way to forget about the impending winter 
months and to feel good about your com- 
munity. We hope to see you all out and 
about this month. 


Do you want to go at it all night long? 


Tate 
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The incredible sex you've always wantadl 


1-800-547-7322 or visit us @www.bonerhard.com 
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Running Length: 2:02 

Starring: Kevin Spacey, Annette 
Bening, Thora Birch, Allison 
Janney, Peter Gallagher, 

Mena Suvari, Wes Bentley, and 
Chris Cooper 

Director: Sam Mendes 

Released by Dreamworks 


The Burnhams have everything going 
for them: they live in a large colonial style 
house in the suburbs, drive an SUV, maintain 
respectable careers and seem the model for 
the perfect family living the American dream. 
Yet despite all this, they are far from happy. 

Lester Burnham (Kevin Spacey) is 
sexually frustrated and stuck in a loveless 
marriage. His life is empty but he is too 
passive to initiate change. His wife, Carolyn, 
controls him like a marionette and his 
daughter thinks that he’s a loser. Carolyn 
(Annette Bening) is a real-estate agent, 
consumed by her career, and bases happiness 
on success. Her driving force is the desire to 
be the most successful real-estate agent in the 
business. Carolyn tries to outwardly project 
an image of the perfect wife and mother even 
though her career is the only thing that she 
seems to really care about. She creates a 
facade of the perfect family for the sake of 
appearances. Bening brings a Martha 
Stewart-like quality to her character as we see 
Carolyn gardening in an immaculate blouse, 
hair perfectly coiffed, and shears sporting 
handles to match her gardening clogs. 

Caught in the middle of this 
dysfunctional family is the Burnham’s only 
child, Jane (Thora Birch). Jane is an angst 
ridden teen, insecure about body image and 
detached from her parents who are too caught 
up in their careers and petty squabbles to pay 
attention to her. Jane’s only apparent friend is 


SEPTEMBER 18 — OCTOBER 6, 2001 


Cy, ii CLARICA 


jigs 
GUT, Dan, 


ALR CAMADA @ 


September'01] OUT LEQKS 


' " 
BES Baty ane STORY 


ON 


Lighting pesien YY 


| alga 
GEE O 


A BEE 4 
DHA 


Oceed 


Angela Hayes (Mena Suvari). In looks, 
Angela epitomizes the American sweetheart, 
but her raunchy talk could knock grandma off 
her rocking chair. The Burnham’s marriage 
goes further downhill when Lester quits his 
job to work at a fast-food joint. This is a 
turning point for Lester as he asserts himself, 
enraging Carolyn as she loses control over 
her husband. 

To make matters worse, the Burnhams 
turn their sexual desires outward, seeking 
relief from their repressive marriage. Lester 
lusts after Angela, ogling her whenever she’s 
around—to Angela’s delight and Jane’s 
embarrassment. He starts pumping iron to 
impress Angela after overhearing a 
conversation between the two girls in which 
Angela mentions that Lester would be even 
sexier if he worked out. Carolyn has an affair 
with her business rival and idol, proclaimed 
real estate king Buddy Kane (Peter 
Gallagher), whom she meets at a realtor’s 
function. Buddy looks more like a soap opera 
star with bad eyebrows than a real estate 
agent, but proves to Carolyn that he’s indeed 
the king in a hilariously raunchy motel scene 
that is sure to have viewers howling. 

Frank Fiits (Chris Cooper) is a colonel in 
the US Marine Corps whose family moves in 
next door. He rules his castle with an iron fist 
and his sad existence is based on structure 
and discipline. The colonel’s homophobic 
attitude surfaces through his obvious dislike 
for his gay neighbours, Jim and Jim, and 
becomes violently apparent when a 
misconception leads him to believe that his 
own son Ricky (Wes Bentley) is gay, despite 
the fact that he starts dating Jane. 
Interestingly, the only “married” couple in the 
movie with any semblance of normality are 
Jim and Jim, which speaks volumes about the 
ridiculous perception that gay relationships 
don’t work. 

The underlying theme in American 
Beauty is that people are not always what 
they appear. The characters are lost souls who 
have forgotten how to live life and appreciate 
the beauty around them. They’ve become so 
entrapped by the images they project that 
they have forgotten who they truly are and 
wear masks to hide their insecurities. The 
only characters who seem real are Ricky and 


Jane. Ricky videotapes what he sees around 
him with a childlike curiosity. He sees beauty 
in simplicity—a dead bird or a paper bag 
dancing in the wind, which he captures with 
breathtaking footage. In one scene he says, 
“Sometimes there is just so much beauty in 
the world.” 

There are roses in every room of the 
Burnham’s house—American Beauties 
picked from the front garden. The Burnhams 
are surrounded by American Beauty but can’t 
see it. In the film Angela says, “There is 
nothing worse in life than being ordinary.” 
There is nothing more extraordinary than a 
rose; even then, when the petals are pulled 
away, all that is left are thorns. Winner of five 
academy awards including Best Picture, 
American Beauty weaves a rich tapestry of 
characters, colour, and sound. An amazing 
script and a stellar cast make this a cinematic 
triumph. 


Reviewed by Nathan Thomas 


This review sponsored by 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 
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Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 


~» Hawaiian Island Cruise — March 17-24, 2002 
World's largest all-gay cruise in Hawaii. Depart Honolulu and visit Kona, Fanning Island 
Republic, Lanaina (Maui) and Nawiliwili (Kaui). Travel in unprecedented style, on one 


of the most exciting super-ships ever built — the new Norwegian Star. From $1149 uso* 
Call before all the good staterooms are gone! 


“Prices per person based on double occupancy-and subject ta availability. 
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1-888-STOP-HIV 
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Nite Club 


11725B Jasper Avenue 
www.buddysniteclub .com 


“Michael Phair: 
He’s arguably the 
best politician on 
council. He knows 
the issues inside 
and out and truly 

has a desire to 
make Edmonton 

a better place.” 


Kerry Diotte, 
Edmonton Sun 
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By Lorne Bradley 


Like it or not, it’s that time of year 
again. Dusk is already arriving earlier, the 
leaves will soon start to change colour 
and, for many of us, it’s the season when 
we start a new year of school. Some gay 
youth are entering post-secondary 
education this fall for the first time. 
There are many concerns that confront all 
gay youth attending school—they must 
make decisions on coming out to friends 
and faculty, and whether or not they 
should join a gay-friendly school group. 

More students than ever before are 
deciding to come out to their friends at 
school, and they are generally finding an 
accepting student body. Erik is a student 
entering his fourth year at the University 
of Calgary. He believes that students 
should come out to their friends. Erik has 
always been straightforward about his 
sexuality: it makes him feel comfortable 
to be himself and often makes others 
more relaxed. But how do you go about 
coming out or bringing up the topic? 

“T usually bring up my sexuality in 
group work, when people ask what I will 
be doing on the weekend, or what I will 


Y¥ O U. T..H 
Coming out 101 


be doing after class,” says Erik. “When it 
involves my boyfriend I tell them just that 
—just as they would let me know about 
their boyfriends and girlfriends. I find 
dropping it casually in conversation like 
that is easiest.” 

Coming out to faculty is often more 
challenging, especially with the added 
pressure of knowing that they will decide 
your final mark in a course. Some 
students, such as Jeff at Mount Royal, 
decide not to come out. Sensing the right 
moment can be critical to being accepted. 
Instead of beating down their door to tell 
them, present it during an opportune time 
when you feel comfortable. Erik came 
out to his entire political science class 
during a discussion on human rights, and 
found the professor to be comfortable 
with the issue. 

Joining a gay-friendly group can also 
help to make you feel relaxed at school. 
These groups allow students to meet 
others, encourage discussion and feel 
comfortable with their sexuality. The 
group UNITY meets at the Southern 
Alberta Institute of Technology (SAIT) 
on a regular basis, and encourages those 
who are not yet “out” to attend meetings. 


Bev Longstaff 


or mayor 


‘STRONG VISION 
STRONG RECORD 


www.beviongstaff.com 


403.685.9000 


The group ensures confidentiality, and 
even encourages straight students to join. 
Another student group at the University 
of Calgary is GLASS (Gays and Lesbian 
Academics, Students & Staff). The group 
had nearly 50 members last year and 
hosts regular events, such as a Halloween 
Dance and a Christmas Party. The group 
also maintains an e-mail list to keep 
members up to date on events in Calgary. 
GLASS is not exclusively for University 
of Calgary students, however: students 
are welcome to join from any school. 

Jeff has been a member of GLASS 
for two years, and served on the executive 
last year. He joined the group when he 
began coming out to others. Jeff wanted 
to become involved with the gay 
community, and says that GLASS 
“provided a safe-haven to just be 
yourself.” When asked about the one 
thing he enjoyed most about joining the 
group, he replied, “The one thing? Well, 
I suppose that it would have to be the 
friends that I met and still keep in contact 
with, even outside of school.” 

Erik has been on the GLASS 
executive for three years. He joined to 
make new friends, and enjoyed taking 
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Call Senga Bailey, CIP 
to obtain advice and assistance 
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refuge from the crowded hallways in the 
office during his class breaks. “GLASS 
has a cool office with a free phone and 
couches!” exclaimed Erik. He 
recommends that if students are too shy to 
walk into the office, they keep an eye 
open for posters advertising their twice- 
yearly pizza and pop nights on campus. 

It is not always possible to predict 
other’s reactions when in the process of 
discovering your sexuality. Erik was 
hesitant to reveal his sexuality to a work 
group at school because two members 
were strictly religious. However, the two 
members saw him dancing at a Christmas 
party with his boyfriend, and soon figured 
it out. After their initial curiosity and 
shock, they were okay with it. Some 
students are not as fortunate as Erik and 
have been the target of slurs, even 
hostility. School counsellors and support 
staff are available at schools to 
confidentially discuss concerns that you 
have with coming out. Public school 
teachers in Calgary are currently working 
on initiatives to protect students from 
discrimination related to sexual 
orientation (“Teachers Zero in on Teen 
Homosexuality”, Calgary Herald, August 
15, 2001). 

School provides an _ excellent 
opportunity to expand your knowledge, 
and should be a place that you feel 
comfortable to attend. Student 
interactions will help develop many 
social skills. Coming out at school can 
prepare you for the choices that you will 
make about coming out to co-workers and 
new friends in the future. 


Have a great school year! 
Some useful links: 


- GLASS 


http://www.ucalgary.ca/~glass 
- UNITY 


http://www.geocities.com/unity_sait/ 


ADVANCE SECURITY SYSTEMS & 
INTERCOMS INC. 
ALARM & SATELLITE SPECIALISTS 


Residential & Commercial Alarms 


Satellite Systems 


¢ Certified & Professional 
¢ Installation & Service Of All 
* Satellite Systems 24 HR — 
¢ Service. 


Banker's He 
P.O. Box 22268 Calgary, AB T2P 4JUS5 
Phone: (403) 229-9229 
Fax: (403) 229-9507 
Calgary * Edmonton * Vancouver 
www.adsecurity.com 


By Roy Heale 


Applause, cries of “Encore!” and the 
curtain rises one last time allowing the 
talented performers another chance to 
entertain the assembled crowd. This could 
easily be the description of Edmonton’s third 
annual fundraiser, The Curtain Rises, with 
proceeds to the GLCCE. 

For 2001 the evening’s theme is 
“Looking Back, Looking Forward” in 
honour of GLCCE’s thirtieth anniversary. 
With some nostalgia and fun, part of the 
magic will be a look back to 1971 when 
GLCCE’s predecessor, the Gay Alliance 
Towards Equality, first opened its doors. 
Then an energetic and promising look 
forward into the future for the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and trangendered community in 
Edmonton. 

The Shoctor lobby at the Citadel will 
provide the perfect setting for a party 
overflowing with entertainment, good food 
and wonderful company. One of the 
evening’s highlights will be Edmonton’s 
own (and this month’s Outlooks cover 
model,) the Ben Hartt, who will sing popular 
songs from his latest CD Hyperblue. The 
entertainment lineup also includes members 
of the Edmonton Vocal Minority, members 
of the a capella group Canadiana, the song 
stylings of Joel Byggdin, the folk group 
Ellipsis and a performance piece by Delivna 
Greig. This truly entertaining evening 
includes something for everyone, and will 
be complemented by samplings of great food 
from the King & I, Catering Creations and 
Secrets Bar & Grill. With a cash bar and a 
non-alcoholic “mocktail” bar, this truly has 
the makings of a perfect evening out to 
support an important community resource. 

If a little glimpse of history sounds 
appealing, then you will be fascinated by 
historical displays celebrating GLCCE’s 
thirty year anniversary. Drawn from the City 
Of Edmonton Archives and the personal 
collections of community members these 
glimpses from the past will take you on a 


tour of the last 30 years by highlighting some 
of the key people and events who have 
helped shape gay life in Edmonton. In 
addition there will be information tables for 
community organisations dealing with 
GLBT issues and for the upcoming seasons 
of major Edmonton theatre groups. 
Rounding out the evening will be a silent 
auction with some great items for you to try 
and take home with you at the end of the 
night. 

Following two successful years’ events 
(organised by Ron Rowswell, Rachel 
Carmina, Kristy Harcourt and Angie Reid) 
this year’s fundraising goal is very 
aggressive. The first two years each resulted 
in between two hundred and two hundred 
and fifty people attending with between 
$3,000 and $3,500 raised each year for 
GLCCE. Now, the 2001 goal is to raise over 
$7,000 with an attendance of four hundred or 
more. Consider it a challenge to make this 
year the best ever in honour of a major 
anniversary. 

For a festive party atmosphere the 
theme is “shades of orange”, celebrating the 
second band of the Gay Pride rainbow flag. 
Now’s your chance to resurrect that fabulous 
shade of orange item you probably thought 
you’d never wear again. Make a date and 
mark September 22, 8pm on _ your 
calendar—for just a $10 advance ticket or a 
$15 admission at the door you. won’t be 
disappointed. Rest assured, this is one event 
you won’t want to hear about after the fact, 
when everyone’s swapping “orange” stories. 
Don’t miss out on the encore as The Curtain 
Rises one more time at the Citadel. 


TICKETS AVAILABLE IN ADVANCE AT: 


The Front Page, Cleo's Bookshop, 
TIX on the Square, The Citadel, 


GLCCE (#103, 10612 124th Street), 
Orlando Books, Pride Video. 
Tickets for low income individuals 
available at GLCCE 


www. BEARBACKCALGARY. com 
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(Top left) The Gay Men’s 
Outreach Crew—circa 1989. A 
support group of men dedicated 
to health and coming out issues, 
started in the late ‘80’s and is still 
going strong today. 


(Photo courtesy of the City of Edmonton Archives) 


(Left) Maureen Irwin—circa 1993. 
A pioneer in the lesbian and fem- 


inism movements in Edmonton. 
(Photo courtesy of the City of Edmonton Archives) 


(Top Right) GLCCE’s 2001 Award 
Winning 30th Anninversary 


Parade float. 
(Photo courtesy of GLCCE) 
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SEPTEMBER 18 — : OCTOBER 7 


LIMITED ENGAGEMENT - NO HOLDOVERS 


CHILDREN UNDER FOURTEEN WILL NOT BE ADMITTED 
PERFORMANCES ON THE ENMAX STAGE IN THE MARTHA COHEN THEATRE 
IN THE CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 299-8888, ATP 294-7402, OR OYR 264-3224 
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(LEFT) GLAMOUR AT 
THE GATE : 

Carol greets 
patrons at the 
doorway to 
Reflections on 
Madonna Night 


(RIGHT) YOU'D SWEAR 
IT WAS HOOTERS! : 
Debbie takes to the 

stage for “a welcome 
home” performance at 


(LEFT) BEAMING FACES Reflections 


ABOVE BOOBIE PLACES : 
(From left) David and Steven 
Deva-station at Refections’ 
Madonna Night 


Planning an event in Halifax? 
Contact Mike at 
(902) 431-4756 and he'll see about 
covering it in Out & About. 


(LEFT) POLE 
DANCER: 
Reflections 
staff member 
Kara strikes a 
pose of her 
own during 


Madonna Night 
Are you looking for a new career in information Technology? YE le 
Do you need to upgrade your technical knowledge and skills? -S i 


Let NEW ERA TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE show you how easy it can be 
to get started on the path to success! 


DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 


/ Diploma programs range from 5 to 40 weeks 
/ Maximum class size is 16 students 

¥ All classes are instructor - led 

/ FREE class repeat options 

¥ Vendor certifications 

/ Work experience included 


DISCIPLINES 


(RIGHT) THE ‘EYES’ HAVE IT: 
Ashley and Angel at 
Reflections’ Madonna Night 


PART TIME PROGRAMS 


v/v Classes held days, evenings and Saturdays 
/ Maximum class size is 16 students 

/ All classes are instructor - led 

/ FREE class repeat options 

v Vendor Certifications 


Choose from ANY of the following areas: 


Microsoft Programming 
* Office Technology Diploma Oracle A+ 
¢ Network Support Specialist CISCO Unix 
¢ Internet Site Designer Linux eSecurity 


¢ Wireless eBusiness Developer yew 
¢ Database Administrator 


(403) 716 - 1106 
www.neweratechnology.com 
# 300, 633 - 6th Avenue SW 


Calgary, Alberta CJ TECHNOLOGY 


FREE Career Seminar Thursday, September 13 @ 6:30 - 7:45 PM Call 716-1106 to register 
10  September'0D] OUTLGQKS 


CALL TODAY for a 
personal education 


consultation or 
FREE information kit 


RUN OF 02?: 
DJ Laptop in his 


at Reflections 


1314 - 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 
244-8400 


fot just another 
limp noodle... 


Easy access 


Warm atmosphere 


Quiet comfort 
Great food! 


NEWLY RENOVATED! 
205 - 8 Ave. S.W. 
(Stephen Avenue Mall) 
Calgary, Alberta 
232-8750 
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North America’s Largest Online 
Gay and Lesbian bookstore. 


www.outbooks.com 
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t ‘Over 200 DVD & Video titles now available 
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DAYS INN - CALGARY WEST 
: A comfortable, affordable hotel with full amenities and great friendly sevice. 
+ Free Hot Breakfast (American Plan)* * Company Social Events 


¢ Free In Room Coffee and Tea ¢ Club Rooms Feature Work 
_ + Minutes from Calgary's Night Life Stations and Data Ports 


and Downtown - Breakfast Meetings 
* Free Local Phone Calls ° Conferences 
_° Training Seminars * Sales Meetings 
o Corporate Functions * Contemporary Guest Rooms 
* Business Support Service * Special Rates for Groups 


BRING THIS AD WHEN CHECKING IN AND RECEIVE $10.00 IN 
DAYS INN - CALGARY WEST BUCKS TO BE USED IN OUR 
RESTAURANTS OR LOUNGE 


* Some restrictions apply 
1818 - 16th Avenue NW *« Phone 403-289-1961 * Fax 403-289-3901 
Toll Free 1-800-661-9564 * 1-800-DAYS-INN 
www.daysinn.com 
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By John Ayres 


In August of 1986, Ronnie Burkett 
stepped through the looking glass into a whole 
new world. With the debut of his Theatre of 
Marionettes, Burkett invited audiences to take 
a theatrical leap of faith, asking them to pay 
undivided attention to a cast of exquisitely 
The result? Burkett was 
charming and audiences were charmed. 
Repeatedly. 


crafted puppets. 


Now, with some sixteen years, a stunning 
portfolio of work and an_ international 
reputation for excellence under his belt, 
Burkett returns to the stage on which it all 
began. Happy is making its mainstage 
Calgary debut in cooperation with Alberta 
Theatre Projects and One Yellow Rabbit (it 
was only “workshopped” here previously) 
and, by many accounts, it is Burkett’s most 
finely tuned work to date. Outlooks caught up 
with Burkett recently to chat about Happy, 
what makes him happy and the state of the 
Arts in Canada today. 


Outlooks: Youve recently settled in 
Toronto—how is that working for you in 
terms of your actual work? 

Burkett: Well, it’s an interesting time. 
I’ve been on the road all year; I left Calgary 
on April 15, 2000, to premiere a show here 
in Toronto and never came back—I’ve just 
kind of had the last month off to settle 
down. Next season is intentionally slower. 
It’s interesting in the middle of your life to 
change everything. I still have the studio in 
Calgary, and during the run of Happy Vm 
going to pack it up and probably sell the 
building and move it all here 
somewhere—even though I don’t have a 
studio here yet! It’s still been the same old 
grind of being on the road, but instead of 
unpacking the suitcases I’ve kind of just 
kept them going year ‘round. 


12 September '01 


Outlooks: Was Toronto essentially a 
professional move for you? Does it put 
you closer to the ‘action’? 

Burkett: No; it was completely for 
personal reasons. In the last decade I have 
spent more time in any given year either in 
Montreal or Toronto, and everywhere else 
in between, Pretty much the last eight or 
nine years | was in Calgary maybe for a 
couple of months, and during those few 
months I would be building a new show. I 
would just kind of “hermit” myself away in 
the studio, so I really wasn’t part of 
anything in Calgary. Which is not to say 
that there isn ¢ anything in Calgary to be a 
part of, it’s just that I hid away when I got 
there because I was so glad to be home. 
When you’re on the road, you just do the 
show at night, so I actually knew the 
neighbourhoods in Toronto. It’s not like I 
had culture shock or anything in moving 
here. Professionally, all kinds of sweet, 
lovely things have happened to me since I 
came here, but I didn’t move here to have 
those things occur. I think that since I’ve 
been coming here since the late “80s I have 
an audience here as well. I’m not a new 


commodity here, so it was quite easy to slip 

into the scene. 
Outlooks: 

Happy. 


Tell me a little bit about 


Burkett: Well, it’s an ironically titled 
show because it’s actually about grief and 
sadness. It takes place in a rooming house 
where the fellow in a young couple, Drew, 
dies unexpectedly; this throws his young 
wife Carla into this wild tailspin of grief. 
The other characters in the house reveal 
their episodes of sadness and grief 
throughout their lives. There is a parallel 
universe in this story, called the Grey 
Cabaret, presided over by this bizarre, 
freakish M.C. called Antoine Marionette. 
It is Elizabeth Kubler Ross’s five stages of 
grieving presented as vaudeville acts, 


Happy in living colour 


which mirror Carla’s journey through grief. 
So even though her journey is very, very 
sad, you have these bizarre musical 
numbers about anger and acceptance and 
all this stuff. It’s sort of twisted in that 
regard. 
Outlooks: 
“downer,” is it? 
Burkett: When I was first doing it I 
thought it would be terribly, terribly 
sad—and there are moments of incredible 
sadness throughout the show—but it’s also 
quite “light”? now as well, quite funny. 
Which is actually a good counterpoint to 
the sadness. What I was interested in was 
the fact that, for some people, grief is this 
thing that throws them immediately in a pit 
of despair. They don’t go through any of 
the prescribed stages we’re told we should 
go through; for some people it’s a wall they 
hit repeatedly and they don’t go up or 
down, they just stay in this limbo. For 
some people it’s actually a thing that they 
just climb up and over. It’s kind of a 
discussion with the audience about this 
thing called happiness—do only a lucky 
few ‘get it’ or is it something you have to 
work at? For me, personally, when I wrote 
the show I was sadder than I had ever been 
in my life, | think, and when I premiered it 
I was kind of in that netherworld of being 


But it’s not really a 


not sad and not happy. At this point I am 
deliriously happy, so it’s been interesting to 
perform the show at those three stages. I 
think it’s a better show now without that 
sadness, because it’s not my sadness 
anyway. I’m kind of a travel guide through 
it. 

Outlooks: 
some of your previous works? 
departure at all? 

Burkett: Interestingly enough, it’s the 
third installment in a trilogy which is called 
the Memory Dress Trilogy, which includes 
Tinkas New Dress, Street of Blood and, 


How does it tie in with 
Is it a 


now, Happy. | didn’t know I was writing a 
trilogy! When I was writing Happy I 
thought to myself “Now wait a minute, 
there are certain themes coming up again.’ 
And I tried to get away from them but they 
just kept coming back, and there are 
several key ‘icons’ and things that happen 
in all three shows, so | thought that 
obviously I needed this discussion to 
continue for one more show. I’m happy to 
say that these things are finished now and I 
can move on to other things. All three 
shows have been a discussion of memory: 
Tinka’ New Dress was a memory of 
something I never knew, but had to 
remember in order to pay homage to it; 
Street of Blood was about characters who 
wouldn’t remember the past properly and 
because of that they couldn’t get on with 
their lives; and in a way Happy is about 
what I call the “damage” of 
memory—characters who only live in 
memory and aren’t really “alive.” 

Outlooks: They are all “stand alone” 
pieces, though, aren’t they? 

Burkett: Happy certainly stands on its 
own, and a lot of cities have seen them out 
of order, although you don’t need to see all 
three of them. They’re all very different in 
how they’re designed and where they’re 
set. Happy is quite a departure for me in 
terms of the writing and the design, in that 
the writing is far more sparse and the 
staging is far simpler. Achieving that 
simplicity was the hardest thing we’ve ever 
done. The set is actually all white, and the 
puppet strings are also all white, so it’s 
pretty much a blank canvas onto which the 
lighting designer paints his lighting design. 
We’re told so often when we become 
“adults,” that life is black and white and to 
live successfully you have to find the grey 
areas in between. I don’t actually agree 
with that: I think being alive is about living 
in colour, and our memories should be grey 
and kept in a really contained palette in our 
brains. Because if you lived totally with 
colourful memories I think you’d go mad! 
| think the thing about people who are mad 
is that past, present and future is going on 
in their brains at all times. 

Outlooks: Having travelled 
extensively with the show—as well as 
others—do you find that it is something 
you thrive on or is it something you have to 
psych yourself up for? 

Burkett: I’ve always loved it. 
Luckily, when I was really young, lots of 
old puppeteers who were mentoring me 
had been on the road forty or fifty years. 
At the age of twelve I saw their lifestyle 
and it wasn’t a surprise to me that they’d be 
on the road that much. In the last decade 
there has been a lot of it, and in the last five 


Continued on page 13 


Continued from page 12 


years especially the touring has gotten 


better. I mean, for two years now we 
opened the season in New York and closed 
it in London—those are pretty good cities 
to be hitting on the road. In the past year, 
however, I’ve really nor liked touring, 
simply because I found a little personal life 
that I really love, and I just kind of want to 
be in the middle of that for a while. I’d 
probably go insane and drive my partner 
insane if I was home all the time. I need to 
go out and talk to strangers every night! 

Outlooks: Does it irritate you that 
some people—reviewers in particular— 
feel the need to apply specific “levels” to 
artistic expression? I’m thinking of the 
number of times it’s been said that you 
“elevate” puppetry in your work, as if it 
were somehow a lesser art form 

Burkett: That’s interesting on a lot of 
levels to me. I think it’s interesting that 
they’re coming out to see a puppet show ar 
all, so ’'m always grateful. You get to a 
certain level and you start holding your 
breath, expecting to have the stool kicked 
out from under you. It happened for me 
about a year ago, when I saw my name and 
Robert Lepage’s name mentioned in the 
same sentence in a few articles. And I 
thought “Oh dear, oh dear—I’m_ next!” 
And sure enough, I was next. I just got 
trashed! And then I sat back and looked at 
the fact that major critics are coming out to 
see a puppet show, so whether they like it 
or not I still win. Secondly, another thing 
that people have pointed out to me ts that a 
lot of reviewers can only compare me to 
me! They say things like, “Happy’s not 
very successful, because in Tinka’s New 
Dress he did this.” Or “In Awful Manors we 
already saw this” and “Is he deconstructing 
his own language?” It’s funny that they 
have no other frame of reference than what 
I’ve shown them in the past! Don’t get too 
used to what you think I should be, boys 
and girls, because it’s already changing in 
my brain! 


Outlooks: Do you read your reviews? 
Burkett: I do read them ...Well, I 

stopped reading them about a year ago. If 
there’s one that I should read or one that’s 
really good, my stage manager or my agent 
tells me that I should read it. When you 
start believing the good press, you have to 
start believing the bad press. It’s such 
personal work for me; what I’m talking 
about out there really matters to me, so if it 
gets slagged I take it personally. Oddly 
enough, it gets harder to go onstage, not 
easier—because the material is more 
relative to me now. Ten years ago I was 
running around being funny and bawdy and 
naughty and cheeky—and that’s not really 
about anything except having a good time. 
It’s getting a little harder to keep focused 
on going out there and having a “real” 
discussion. Still, I do like that [the critics] 
show up. It’s funny, though: you can go to 
one city and be told that “This piece is your 
greatest work—possibly even the greatest 
theatre in the English language!” And then 
you go to the next city and they write you 
off; they say, “His career is over—he’s 
gone too far; this is boring...” It’s very 
‘schizophrenic,’ if you start believing 


them. [Laughs] I mean, a few years ago | 
started taking cities off the tour list, based 
on who the critics were! [Laughs] 


Outlooks: Here’s perhaps a ‘big’ 
question: the Arts in Canada—your 
thoughts? 

Burkett: Oh dear, you’re gonna get 
me in trouble! [Laughs] Well, they’ve 
changed. I’ve been saying lately that 
definitive statements are the domain of the 
young. And I certainly made my definitive 
statements in my twenties. Oh, did I make 
them! And part of those statements was 
“There should be no government funding 
for the Arts, because if art’s any good it 
should survive on its own.” All that 
stuff... had reasons for saying that, and I 
guess I believed them. Gee, I wish the Arts 
and Health Care and Education were all 
more valued. When you go to other 


jumping in with both feet. 


countries that have significant Arts funding 
from the top, it’s almost like it’s the will of 
the people to have art and music and 
theatre and beauty around them. I don’t 
feel that will in this country. The 
government confuses me. I mean, when 
you take away cigarette company funding 
for the Arts and you don’t ‘top up’ the 
money from the federal government to 
make up for the loss, it just shows that 
there’s no determination to have a vibrant 
Arts community within the country. That 
said, we still do. I think a lot of amazing 
work is coming out of this country right 
now, in spite of the lack of determination to 
support it, really. I don’t know if I felt that 
way ten years ago. Now a lot of us are 
getting out there into the world. We 
actually get to go to the world stage and be 
a part of it. 

Outlooks: Do you think that having an 
individual in the position of governor 
general, someone like Adrienne Clarkson 
who has been a strong supporter of the 
Arts, is a benefit to “the scene”? 

Burkett: Yeah, I do. I really do. A lot 
of people like to joke about her, but | 
certainly wouldn’t want to be in the public 
eye the way she is. And God love ‘er for 
I think what 
she’s brought to that is an element of style, 
and perhaps to some she seems a bit 
‘elitist? in her love of the Arts. She’s a 
stylish human being and she is passionately 
interested in music and literature and dance 
and theatre. She actually knows about 
it—it’s lovely to have someone in that 
position who actually knows the names of 
artists; she doesn’t just get up and read a 
prepared speech. I mean, Sheila Copps just 
sounds to me like someone who gets up 
and reads a prepared speech about arts and 
culture; | don’t ‘get’ that Sheila Copps 
actually goes out and has a great night at 
the ballet, or reads Timothy Findlay. I’m 
sure she does—I’m not saying she doesn’t. 
But with Adrienne Clarkson you get a 
sense that she actually likes what she’s 
talking about. And that’s encouraging. 

Outlooks: One last little thing to wrap 
up with: what’s making Ronnie Burkett 
happy these days? 


Burkett: Ooooh... -kay. [Laughs] My 
new partner, John, makes me deliriously 
happy. [really like my life with him. Also, 
my brain “clicked in” again. I think I was 
getting tired, unbeknownst to me, of the 
‘circuit.’ I’m still on that circuit and doing 
my thing, but—I just said to my agent and 
my little team last fall that I think I need 
maybe a year off. Not off, but a year in one 
place just to work on something new, so 
that we keep it fresh and keep the interest 
level high. In the last few months two new 
ideas have come into my brain and they 
make me very happy. So I’m actually 
writing two shows simultaneously, with an 
eye to a third project. My brain’s just 
charged. Here’s a good line, and it’s not 
even a line ‘cause I just thought of it 
[Laughs]: I’ve finally decided to live in 
colour, and I just dove into the colour. I’m 
pink-cheeked and ridiculously happy. 


John Ayres is a freelance writer 
who specializes in lifestyle and fashion 
issues. His work has appeared in 
publications throughout Canada and 
the western United States. 
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By Darrin Hagen 


There was a time in the world of 
politics when being gay would have been a 
guaranteed detriment, a prefect reason for 
the hound a candidate into 
submission. 

Welcome to the new millennium. Gay 
politics doesn’t just mean the fight for 
rights anymore, but the fight for fair, just 
representation at all levels of government. 
And while the days of a queer Prime 
Minister may still be a long way off, 
Canada has opened the political arena to 
gay and lesbian competitors repeatedly for 
a few years now. It says much about the 
“true north strong and free” that we boast 
several prominent gay politicians. Svend 
Robinson and Winnipeg Mayor Glen 
Murray have proven that, while they care 
passionately about gay equality, it is by no 
means the only issue they face in office. 

Here in Edmonton, Michael Phair has 
been councillor for Ward 4 for nearly a 
decade. Ready to throw his hat into the 
ring in Calgary for the first time is 
newcomer Matt Urquhart. 

The 36-year-old moved to Calgary 


er: ¥ a 


media to 


eleven years ago from New Brunswick, 


involved in 
“T’ve always 


where he was actively 
campaigning for others. 

enjoyed politics, and always knew I would 
run for myself someday,” he 
explains. So, along with a minister, a 
police officer, a guy that runs the local 
Hooters and several other candidates, 
Urquhart is running to represent Calgary’s 
Ward 8. “I’m the only blue-collar 
candidate,’ he laughs. Urquhart is 
employed at Parmalot Dairy. Urquhart’s 
announcement of his intentions is notable, 
not merely because he is Calgary’s only 
openly gay candidate for municipal office, 
but because the announcement of his 
campaign arrived as a result of, or in 
conjunction with, Calgary’s nationally- 
profiled Pride Week. “I put it out there as 
part of the press release. I came out during 
Pride Week,” he says. The press reaction 
was mixed: The Herald reported on his 


office 
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candidacy, but The Sun ignored it 
completely. For Urquhart, the time has 
come. “The way Joe Clark was swept into 
office shows that the community here can 
come together. It’s time that Calgary 
elected an openly gay man.” 

Two hours north, in the capital, an 
openly gay man is campaigning to 
represent Ward 4. The difference? He is 
the incumbent, and has been for nearly a 
decade. Michael Phair is campaigning for 
his fourth term and is the first openly gay 
human to be elected to city council in 
Edmonton. He didn’t have to come 
out—he already had been for years, having 
worked extensively in the gay and lesbian 
community for a variety of causes, 
prompting The Edmonton Journal to award 
him Citizen of the Year in 1986 for his 
tireless efforts in the field of AIDS 
education and activism. 

“When I ran for the first time, it was a 
bit of an issue,” he remembers, “but it had 
been so many years since I had pretended 
to not be gay that there was really no other 
way. A couple of members of the media 
tried to make a deal out of it, and paint me 
in a particular light. Now, however, I have 
a record of what I’ve achieved in office. 
That’s what will weigh in this time: my 
record.” 

When Phair campaigns this time, his 
sexuality will probably not even merit a 
word of mention. Residents of his ward 
know him to be one of Edmonton’s most 
passionate and candid members of city 
council. Calgary’s record on the issue has 
yet to be written. If Urquhart succeeds, he 
will be the city’s first openly gay municipal 
politician. But, like Phair, Urquhart is not 
just a one-issue candidate. The news that 
concerns Urquhart stems from the same 
headlines that the rest of Calgary responds 
to. 

“T think the city should negotiate more 
fairly,” he says, referring to the recent (and 
prolonged) transit strike. “That strike 
could have ended 50 days earlier. Plus, it 
took 15 months to hammer out a deal with 
the City Police. Calgary has the 37th 
highest paid cops in the country. Officers 
in Medicine Hat and Lethbridge make 
more money.” Urquhart also feels that 
seniors and youth don’t get a fair shake. 
“We have to give seniors a voice. I will be 
representing all in my Ward, black and 
white, gay and straight.” When it comes to 
the gay and lesbian members of the inner 
city, Urquhart feels very stongly. “Calgary 
doesn’t have a very good record of 
supporting gay-funded projects. The Unity 
Pages here contains letters of support form 
many notable Calgarians, including the 
Chief of. Police, but the Mayor has never 
put a statement in.” 

The changes that could come about as 


a result of angutten winning have a 
precedent here in Edmonton. Shortly after 
Phair’s victory, City Hall addressed its 
employment/firing/promotion policies to 
include and protect its gay and lesbian 
members. “That was certainly part of my 
work,” says Phair. “The city unions have 
since been more active in ensuring that we 
aren’t discriminated against.” Phair was 
also instrumental in working with former 
mayor Jan Reimer to issue Gay and 
Lesbian Pride Proclamations (something 
which has yet to happen under the 
leadership of Mayor Bill Smith.) 

But chatting with Phair immediately 
reveals what is really important to him: 
Edmonton. His scope is far-reaching, and 
his concerns are shared by ail 
Edmontonians. He speaks of downtown 
revitalization, of continuing to find ways to 
promote historical preservation, of 
discovering new ways to encourage arts 
and culture downtown. 

Any advice from the incumbent in 
Edmonton for the new guy in Calgary? 
“Be approachable,’ Phair advises. 
“Because you represent people, that’s the 
essence of the job. People catch me 
shopping, or on the street and talk to me 
about their concerns. People don’t want to 
see us up on pedestals, they want to walk 
up and chat about issues. And the longer 
you're there, the more they feel they know 
you.” 

Urquhart is already on that page. “I’m 
a very casual guy. Right away I asked 
myself, ‘Should I wear a tie?’ But that’s 
not me. I want to be me! This is the guy 
you’re gonna meet out on the street, this is 
the guy you’ll get in office. My openness, 
my ability to laugh, my expertise as a 
listener is what I have going for me. I want 
accountability at city hall. I have pledged, 
if I’m elected, that every concern will be 
addressed in 24 hours. I want people to 
trust city hall. [| want people to trust me to 
go and get them an answer to their 
concerns.” 

Phair lives by the “code of casual” as 
well. One of the first controversies he 
faced when he assumed office was not his 


sexuality, but whether or not he would 
wear a necktie to council chambers. To 
date, he still hasn’t. But it was during the 
Alberta government’s shameful behaviour 
during the Vriend Debate that Phair learned 
the darker side of being an openly gay 
politician. We all watched in horror as 
Phair held a press conference to announce 
that, due to vicious death threats, he would 
be retreating from council for a few days. 

“That whole time was scary on a 
couple of levels,” he recalls. “I was getting 
a reading from the gay and lesbian 
community that they were scared. There 
was nothing to counter the negative 
messages that were being bandied about. 
People were really worried and afraid. I 
was very taken aback. As a visible 
member of the community, I expect some 
negativity, but it got to the point where I 
couldn’t carry on the work I needed to do 
with the city. The threats had done me in. 
I needed to retreat for a bit.” 

The upside was that it gave other 
public figures the opportunity to step into 
the fray. “That was significant for me 
personally. The counter-reaction assured 
gay and lesbian people that they were 
welcomed, that Edmonton was glad they 
were a part of the city.” Phair continues to 
find his ward challenging. “I do find it 
more fun than I did in the beginning. My 
advice is to relax, enjoy.” 

Some final words of advice for Mr. 
Urquhart: “Having a really good campaign 
organization is important. Meeting people 
is what wins elections. Once elected, 
there’s an overwhelming amount of 
learning and work to do. Don’t worry 
about making mistakes—after six months, 
it gets easier. Plus, it’s important to have 
good connections with the major parts of 
the community for resource purposes. 
People will expect that he knows what’s 
going on and who’s who.” 


Darrin Hagen is a freelance writer, 
performer, composer and drag artiste. He 
is the co-host of Access Television’s 
Help!TV, seen nationally on Canadian 
Learning Television, and the author of 
The Edmonton Queen: Not A 
Riverboat Story. 
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Pre-holiday “ponderings” 


By John Coulbourn 


Maybe they call them the dog days of 
August because, by the end of the month — 
and the end of summer, in all but name — 
everybody has been turned into a mutt, 
brains fried by a surfeit of heat, sun and all 
the rest of summer’s attendant pleasure. 

So, faced with the inability to string a 
single thought into anything resembling a 
full column, let’s share a few of the stray 
thoughts that are running loose in my brain 
as I prepare to head out on three weeks of 
vacation. 

And yes, having watched everyone 
around me head out on summer vacations 
already and return relaxed, tanned and 
refreshed, I am gloating. 

On Gary Condit, Chandra Levy and the 
media: His little chat with Connie Chung 
established several things. 

Condit is an idiot, and to assume that a 
man who can’t even get rid of a watch box 
without getting caught redhanded is capable 
of effectively secreting a corpse is giving the 
devil way more than his due. 

But Chung’s little chat with Condit 
wasn’t so much about whether or not he 
murdered the young intern as it was about 
getting him to say that he’d done the dirty 
with her. 

Unappealing as the notion of him as 
might be, there is a huge gap 
“distasteful” and the 


seducer 


between and “illegal,” 
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ongoing media interest in him is nothing 
more than prurient curiosity. 

Chung’s interview with this creep 
might have done wonders for her ratings but 
it did absolutely nothing for the image of 
journalism. And, frankly, journalism could 
stand a bit of an image makeover. 

Funda-mentals: It appears that my good 
old buddy Stockwell Day was just exactly 
what some of us had him pegged as from the 
get-go—a flash in a wetsuit. 

But don’t count him out politically just 
yet. Seems to me that if Day decides he 
wants to hang on to the leadership of the 
Alliance, he’s got a hammerlock on it. 

By now, all the fiscal conservatives that 
backed our boy in the hopes that he might 
form a government that wasn’t Liberal have 
realized the error of their ways and returned 
to whatever fold will have them. 

That leaves the Alliance Party in the 
hands of the social zealots who would like 
nothing better than to see our country turned 
into a theocracy—prayers back in the 
classroom, abortionists back in the alleys 
and gays most definitely back in the closet. 

Who better to champion causes like 
those than the Stockster, particularly now 
that he’s had some experience and knows 
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how to keep from tipping his hand too soon. 

Hell, now that public school teachers 
here in Ontario have recommended that 
literature reflecting the gay lifestyle be made 
available to elementary students, Stock and 
his boys might even pick up a member or 
two here from amongst parents who want 
their kids to learn what’s hateful about gay 
relationships before they learn anything 
about the love in ‘em. 

ENDNOTES: If you’ve been dreaming 
of a trip to Egypt—cruising down the Nile, 
climbing the pyramids, cruising across the 
Nile, getting up close and personal with the 


Sphinx, cruising up the Nile—you might 
want to rethink those dreams. 

Associated Press reports out of Cairo 
indicate that 52 men have been charged with 
“contempt of religion and immoral 
behaviour” after police scuttled a Nile boat 
party in which the action was— hmm, how 
to put it? Let’s just say that all the boatmen 
were hot and sweaty and there wasn’t a 
single oar in the water. 

All 52 men have pleaded not guilty, 
according to AP, but Prosecutor Ashraf Hilal 
claims to have 893 photos of the defendants 
“practicing debauchery.” 

If it takes a minimum of two to tango, 
that means there were twenty six couples 
having at it, and if you divide 893 by 26, that 


means that they took at least 34 pictures of 


each couple. Sounds to me like there wasn’t 
a lot of practicing going on—these guys 
were good enough at whatever they were 
doing that practice would have been a little 
redundant. 

I’m outta here! 
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REFTAEST LOLA RACES HOLD DI 


By Sean McLennan 


The taboo surrounding the secret that 
“dare not be mentioned” is no more—at least 
in the media. Individuals may still have 
difficulty whispering “homosexual” but in 
TV, movies and newspaper queers are fair 
game. As it should be! One of the goals of 
the movement is to break the culture of silence 
surrounding something that just shouldn’t be 
such a big deal. As is often the case, however, 
with new-found exposure comes some 
discomfort and vulnerability that requires an 
adjustment period—both for us and the 
straight public—to renegotiate our societal 
boundaries of acceptability. 

Recently, a Washington, D.C., radio 
station announced a promotional contest for 
Melissa Etheridge tickets—The Running of 
the Bull Dykes—in which tickets were 
strapped to a woman who was to be 
subsequently chased down by a herd of dykes 
attempting to snatch the tickets away. Rules 
for the contest: bull dykes must have: 1) a 
piece of flannel clothing, 2) boots, 3) short 
hair (long hair can be tucked up), 4) shorts or 
pants—no skirts, 5) and absolutely no 
makeup. Understandably, radio station 
personnel were attacked for their blatant 
exploitation of stereotypes and _ for 
perpetuating hate. The station management 
maintained their position that “dyke” was 
neither malicious nor derogatory towards 
lesbians. 

Put aside, for the moment, the irony of 
straight male radio hosts pronouncing that 
“dyke” is no longer a slur and entertain the 
notion that they are right. Is it possible that 
our efforts (to gain acceptance) have 
succeeded so well? That when a straight man 
says, “dyke” he intends no negative 
connotation? Was this contest intending to 
laugh at lesbians or was it intending to laugh 
with lesbians? Perhaps they were laughing 
near lesbians... 

Personally, I suspect that we’ve not yet 
come that far. Whether the radio station 
intended harm to lesbians through maliciously 
playing on stereotypes, or whether, being 
straight white males, they just don’t get how 
loaded those words are, | don’t think that the 
message is a positive one. I can’t image that 
any real bull dykes showed up. (I mean, 
honestly, what self-respecting bull dyke 
wouldn’t already have her tickets?) But 
wouldn’t it be nice if we had come that far? 

Today, the issue of gay-themed humour 
in the media has become ambiguous. The 
jokes and innuendos on TV and in the movies 
seem less and less blatantly offensive. I often 
find myself at worst unsettled; attempting to 
interpret the intentions underlying humour 
that straddles the border of appropriateness. 
After all, stereotypes of every variety are the 
target of ridicule that comes off in both 
positive and negative lights. Jack, from Wil/ 


& Grace, embodies as many stereotypes as 
Big Gay Al from South Park—so why then 
am I comfortable laughing at Jack and not at 
Big Gay Al? 

In some of the many conversations I’ve 
had on the subject, [ve attempted to 
emphasize the role that context plays, 
especially the intended audience. When some 
frat boy cracks a fag joke in the gym locker 
room where he presumes (probably 
incorrectly) that his entire audience is straight, 
that has a very different feeling than if the 
same frat boy were to crack the very same fag 
joke to an assembly of close friends, half of 
whom he knows are fags themselves. 

The second situation is “inclusionary” in 
that there is a group identity of friendship that 
supercedes sexual orientation, and so within 
that group it is safe to pick on each others’ less 
meaningful characteristics. In the first, 
orientation is the group identity, and telling 
the joke helps to define its boundaries. 

So even though not all the actors, 
producers and writers of Will & Grace are 
gay, it’s obvious that their target audience is 
largely (although not exclusively) a queer one. 
The target audience of South Park is primarily 
straight teen-to-twenty-something white 
males. The disparity between the two 
establishes quite a different demographic 
relationship of which we, as an audience, may 
not be consciously aware, but certainly has an 
impact on our perception. Group identity is 
one of the most psychologically significant 
characteristics (along with gender and age) 
that we use to assess our surroundings—so 
much so that there may be innate neural 
hardware devoted specifically to processing 
it—and the majority of that assessment occurs 
below our level of awareness. 

Would The Running of the Bull Dykes 
be as disconcerting had it been organized by a 
campus GLBT group? The Ben Affleck and 
Matt Damon films, Chasing Amy, Dogma, 
and most recently Jay and Silent Bob Strike 
Back, have a somewhat controversial standing 
within the GLBT community, in part because 
of the misogynistic and homophobic rantings 
of Jay. Aren’t those rants placed in a slightly 
different light when the films continually 
imply that the source of Jay’s endless venom 
is his own repressed homosexuality? Subtle 
changes in context can cause rather dramatic 
shifts in group dynamics and consequently in 
interpretation. 

The question remains: what are we to 
make of these situations in which queer 
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humour plays a part but we feel are not 
“inclusive”; where there seems to be no 
malicious intent, but boundaries have been 
crossed nonetheless? A good example is 
Dude, Where's My Car?, a film with rather 
unsubtle and unflattering depictions of gay 
and transgender stereotypes. The main 
characters are neanderthal-like straight males 
(perhaps intended for a similar audience!) and 
clearly, amongst this demographic the 
suggestion of blurred gender [roles] still 
provokes a mixture of fascination, horror and 
hilarity. For the most part, the portrayals are 
not offensive, as such; they’re simply stupid. 
The movie has one shining moment. Ashton 
Kutcher and Seann William Scott, the two 
leads, nonchalantly kiss full-on so as not to be 
outdone in a one-up-’em competition with 
Fabio and his girlfriend. Their action shows 
no regret, no startled realization of the lapse in 
judgement and no revulsion at the “indecent” 
act that they had been duped into performing. 
They display only the simple smug 
satisfaction of victory. 

This marks a dramatic departure from 
the typical devices of this genre. As cultural 
role models (shudder) for this demographic 
group—traditionally one of the most 
homophobic demographic groups—Kutcher 
and Scott in Dude, Wheres My Car? have 
possibly done more to ease homophobia than 
any other pair of actors. (And of course kudos 
to the writers and directors responsible for the 
scene in the first place...) They sent a message 
that a same-sex kiss was trivial compared to 
other considerations and directed it where it is 
needed the most. 

So does that excuse the insensitive 
portrayals throughout the rest of the movie? 
Mmm... perhaps “excuse” is a strong word, 
but it may warrant cutting the film a little 
slack. They may be annoying stereotypes, but 
any exposure that isn’t blatantly 
offensive—good, stupid, or indifferent—is 
likely to foster desensitization of the issue. 
Who knows? Maybe Dude, Wheres My Car? 
made some guy more inclined to give in to his 
girlfriend when she wanted to rent The Broken 
Hearts Club. 

As a community, while we need to be 
firm and consistent in our reactions, perhaps 
we should extend more understanding than 
we are offered. There is no point driving 
away ambivalent potential allies because they 
are simply ignorant of the issues and the 
impact of their words. We cannot fault the 
well-meaning straight boy for singing I’m the 
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Only Gay Eskimo around a campfire, not 
realizing that it mocks the very serious issue 
of isolation and alienation that many queer 
folk deal with, just because he was not granted 
an innate understanding of life experience that 
is not his own. Hopefully, we can respond 
with compassion and a sincere desire to 
bridge a gap in understanding without 
unwarranted condemnation. 

The ambiguity of humour in the media 
reflects, I think, an ambiguity in the wider 
perception of the gay community. I believe 
that many people, from lack of personal 
experience, are somewhat neutral on issues of 
queer concern and could easily be swayed 
either way on the basis of a single experience. 
Thus, we must remain vigilant lest our own 
(well-deserved) sensitivity to jest becomes a 
witch hunt alienating us from potential allies 
who have no intention of wronging the gay 
community, but who lack understanding 
simply because they aren’t gay. 

In my personal interactions and battles, I 
try to be quick to react and equally quick to 
forgive. The above campfire scenario, 
complicated by other factors, ultimately 
proved to be a very positive experience and 
resulted in a sincere shift in consciousness for 
everyone involved. Perhaps it would be best 
if, instead of viewing the perpetuation of 
negative stereotypes and off-the-cuff humour 
as personal attacks, we attempted to perceive 
each incident as a cry for education. 
Changing our perception may not cure the 
problem, but it may establish a more effective 
course of treatment. 


Sean McLennan has a degree in 
Linguistics from the University of 
Calgary and he’s currently working 
towards a PhD in Linguistics and 
Cognitive Science at Indiana University. 
In between and 
teaching, he does Web-design, writes for 
a Japanese English-learning magazine, 
and is active in a local GLBT education 
group. 
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HIV/AIDS UPDATES 


By Brian Huskins 


With the upcoming AIDS Walk 2001 in 
September we thought it might be interesting 
to look at some of the recent developments in 
HIV/AIDS — research, education and 
medications. All too often we forget what’s 
happening around us and we hope this may 
motivate our readers to make sure they 
become involved in their local walk as a 
volunteer a participant or by pledging money 
to a walker. 


A PICTURE OF HEALTH 


A disturbing trend is starting to emerge 
and it is showing up at the door of your local 
hospital, family doctor or HIV/AIDS clinic. 
In a time when some very effective treatments 
are available for the management of HIV 
disease, prolonging the slide into full blown 
AIDS, recent U.S. studies have shown that 
almost two out of every five people are testing 
positive for HIV after developing their first 
AIDS-defining illness. 

Since it takes an average of eight to ten 
years for HIV to develop into AIDS without 
treatment, these people unknowingly have 
also been infecting others with the virus 
during that period if they are having 
unprotected sexual intercourse or sharing 
injection equipment. In addition, this means 
that they are not benefiting from life 
prolonging treatments that have shown 


remarkable results in managing HIV since the 
1996 International AIDS Conference in 
Vancouver. 

Even though the test for HIV has been 
available since the mid-‘80s, the fact that 
many people are tested for HIV only when 
they develop their first Opportunistic 
Infection (O.I.) is unsettling. These O.1.’s 
develop when HIV has depleted the immune 
system to a point where a person’s immune 
system can no longer fight off common 
infections which, with a healthy immune 
system, never make us sick. 

Fewer people are dying from AIDS 
today than they did five or six years ago 
because of medical advances. However, HIV 
infection rates are once again on the rise and it 
would be sad if we have not learned lessons 
from the past. 

Although these are U.S. studies, Canada 
is not immune to this trend. Over the past few 
years there have been reports that this same 
trend has been developing in clinics, 
physicians offices and hospitals across the 
country. It has tremendous ramifications in 
populations where there has been historically 
a disproportionate number of people infected. 

In Canada, gay and bisexual men still 
make up a large percentage of new HIV- 
positive test results. What this means in our 
community is that if people are unaware of 
their HIV status or that of their partner, the 
impact is enormous simply because of the 
numbers. Knowing your HIV status is critical 
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and safer sex practice is as important now as 
it was in 1990. 

Certainly, it leads one to ask, “In a time 
when treatments provide hope of managing 
HIV and delaying the onset of AIDS for many 
years, why would anyone not get tested?” 
The answers seem to be the same as they have 
always been: people avoid the simple test for 
HIV because they... 

+ do not think they are at risk 

* are afraid of the results 

* are not comfortable talking about 
HIV/AIDS 

+ fear talking about their sexuality with 
their doctor 

It is a fact of life that perception and 
reality are always different. If anything, this 
trend points to the need for new and 
strengthened commitments to HIV prevention 
programmes and targeted initiatives for the 
gay and bisexual community. It also speaks to 
the need to encourage people to be honest 
with themselves when assessing their own 
risks, to help them to understand the facts to 
overcome fear, to learn to talk about 
HIV/AIDS in a way that has an impact and to 
be open with their doctor about sexual 
orientation and sexual practice. 


HIV SUPERBUG? 


No, it is not a new insect or movie of the 
week! It is scarier than either of those two 
things combined. Perhaps it is the tip of a new 
iceberg or maybe if we are lucky, an anomaly 
that will not develop into a trend. Doctors at 
St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver recently 
reported in the Vancouver Sun that two new 
patients had tested positive for a strain of HIV 
that is multiple-drug resistant. 

Currently there are three classes of drugs 
used to treat HIV infection. The single 
therapy approach of the late “80s and early 
‘90s has given way to drug cocktails which 
often include a combination of different drugs 
from two or three of those classes of drugs. It 
is this approach and the development of new 
drugs which has given hope, improved the 
quality of life and extended the wellness of 
thousands of people living with HIV in 
Canada. 

The cocktails for HIV are very 
complicated and involve anywhere from ten 
or more pills being taken two or three times a 
day. While providing benefit to many, the 
regimens are complex, involving dietary 
restrictions or requirements and strict timing. 
This is referred to as “compliance.” Added to 
this are the facts that treatment is for a lifetime 
and there are many side-effects. These 
challenges make compliance difficult and 
with that difficulty, increased risk of 
resistance. 

It is not uncommon for an HIV-positive 
person to develop resistance to one drug in 
any of the three classes. When that happens, 
the drug is often simply substituted for 
another similar drug within the same class of 
drugs in their cocktail. If you develop 
resistance to one entire class of drugs, then 
there are two others as a back-up. 

Although often effective for the patient, 


there has always been a fear that if an HIV- 
positive person developed drug resistance and 
infected another person, the virus passed on to 
the newly infected person would also be 
resistant in the same way. 

There have always been reports from 
around the world of newly infected people 
being resistant to some types of drugs for their 
HIV. Often the virus, although resistant, is 
less active and did not progress as quickly; 
this new scenario is very different case than 
those. 

Very few reports have come out about a 
person who is newly infected with HIV being 
resistant to all three classes of drugs. As well 
as being multiple-drug resistant, in these two 
cases the virus was much more active and 
progressed much more quickly. The fear is 
that these might be the first signs of an “HIV 
Superbug.” It was further reported in the 
Vancouver Sun that in both of these cases the 
patients had contracted the virus from their 
partners. 

With the introduction of the new 
therapies, death rates from AIDS have 
dropped 90 percent in British Columbia. A 
similar trend has been experienced across 
Canada and throughout the industrialised 
world. 

The rate of HIV infection among gay 
men in British Columbia rose by 36 percent 
between 1998 and 2000, unfortunately a trend 
also being experienced across Canada. This 
latest announcement out of British Columbia 
makes that trend even more disturbing. Those 
who have lived through the past twenty years 
know the impact that HIV has had on our 
community. Many have seen this impact, 
lived the impact and carry the scars of that 
impact. In the past few years we have been 
able to breathe a collective sigh of reliefas our 
friends found a new lease on life. 

Just imagine what impact drug-resistant 
HIV might mean five to ten years down the 
road. 


FIGHTING HIV/AIDS 
IN CANADA 


For years, community groups, 
researchers, medical organizations, public 
health and others have been requesting that 
the current amount spent by the Federal 
Government on _ prevention/education, 
care/treatment, research and international 
work in Canada needs to be doubled. 

In January of 2001, a report titled 
“Taking Stock: Assessing the Adequacy of 
the Government of Canada Investment in the 
Canadian Strategy on HIV/AIDS” was 
published. The report was prepared for the 
Ministerial Council on HIV/AIDS for Federal 
Health Minister Allan Rock. 

Although not going so far as to 
recommend the doubling of the federal 
commitment, key findings of the report 
suggest clearly that the static budget amount is 
neither adequate nor appropriate. The “over 
time” value of the investment has eroded 
significantly due to inflation and the 


Continued on page 19 
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investment in HIV/AIDS-related efforts has 
not reflected the dramatic change in the 
governments fiscal situation through the 
1990s. 


* 1990-1994: 
National AIDS Strategy 
$37.3 million annually 
Progressive Conservative 


*1994-1998: 
National AIDS Strategy - Phase 2 
$42.2 million annually* 

* Actual spent annually $40.7 million 
Liberal 


1998-2003: 
Canadian Strategy on HIV/AIDS 
$42.2 million annually 
Liberal 


The National AIDS Strategy Phase 2, 
with a budget of $42.2 million in 1994, would 
require a minimum budget of $45.4 million 
just to have equal purchasing power when 
adjusted for inflation alone. This does not 
allow for things such as salaries in the 
research or high tech sectors which have 
doubled since that time. 

The erosion is significant and is felt in 
every community across Canada. Where this 
has had an impact and was felt most 
significantly is in the community-based AIDS 
organisations across Canada. Ten years ago, 
these groups provided services to a relatively 
homogenous group of people; today those 
same organizations are expected to address 
issues within many different populations, 
each with its unique cultural, social and 
economic needs. 

So, community organisations and their 
volunteers are called upon to do more with 
less in the eye of a storm where demands have 
steadily increased over the past decade. 
Fundraising activities have become a 
significant part of the work, but there are 
trends in that which need to be noted. A look 
at charitable donations for the Canadian AIDS 
Society is a good example of the trend: 


1996 $190,000 
1997 $313,000 
1998 $595,000 
1999 $360,000 


By the end of 1997, media reports were 
talking about the success of the new drug 
cocktails. It is noted in the report that one 
reason for the decline in fundraising is 
perhaps the fact that the public sense that 
HIV/AIDS is now controllable, even if not 
curable, and perhaps a more disturbing 
possibility: that charitable givers associate 
HIV/AIDS with injection drug use and other 
marginalised populations. A 
foundations in the United States indicated that 
donations were “most often directed to 
[programmes for] the general population than 
to those who were most at risk.” 

So where do we go? Certainly the report 


survey of 


points to the need for continued federal 
leadership on the issue and lists challenges 
beyond inflationary impact and diminishing 
charitable donations. It goes on to point out 
challenges like: 

¢ the increasing number of people living 
with HIV/AIDS and their ability to live longer 
in spite of the disease 

* the epidemic’s proliferation into harder 
to reach and more marginalised diverse 
populations 

* the increased number of organizations 
struggling to serve the changing needs and 
deliver services which are appropriate to the 
different at-risk groups 

The report only touched on the 
contributions of provincial governments. In 
the larger picture of care and treatment which 
fall under provincial jurisdiction, cost and 
budgets have been continually adjusted 
upwards as the number of persons living with 
HIV increase and the drug regimens become 
more costly. This is often directly offset, 
however, by the reduction in demand on 
hospitalisation and hospital care. 

It will be interesting to note how long it 
will take the Government of Canada to 
respond to the report. AIDS continues to be 


among the top three health concerns of 


Canadians. Will new fiscal allocations finally 
reflect that? 

How will our communities respond to 
the challenges we face? Attendance at, and 
participation in, AIDS fundraisers today is so 
different from the past. Not in who is 
there—an expanded diversity reflects the 
direction of this epidemic in Canada—more 
interesting is who is not there, which often 
reflects the complacency that is perhaps even 
a bigger threat to the gay and bisexual 
community. 


MEDICINAL 
MARIJUANA: 
CANADA LEADS THE WAY 


Canada has taken a global leadership role 
with new federal legislation which came into 
effect on July 30, 2001, allowing some 
terminally and chronically ill Canadians to 
grow and smoke marijuana legally. This is a 
move that many patients with chronic 
illnesses have been fighting for and welcome. 

For a few years now, patients have been 
able to apply for an exemption under section 
56 of the “Controlled Drugs and Substances 
Act” directly through the Minister of Health, 
to allow them to possess and smoke 
marijuana. This has worked, but caused some 
problems with local law enforcement and has 
created challenges when it came to growing 
for personal use. It is hoped that this new set 
of regulations will solve that problem. 

The regulations are somewhat complex 
but break down into two areas: authorization 
to possess and a licence to produce, which has 
an allowance for a  designated-person 
production licence used in a case where the 
patient cannot grow their own marijuana. 

A key part of the application process, 
which is controlled by the patient, is the 
cooperation of their physicians to authorize 
the use of marijuana when the application 1s 


made to Health Canada. Many doctors are 
still unsure about its effectiveness as treatment 
and those attitudes may stand in the way. 
Without consistent and controlled production, 
it will be difficult for doctors to “‘prescribe” 
how much is needed and that has an impact on 
how much can be grown or possessed by the 
patient at any one time. These issues have yet 
to be worked out and it is hoped that time and 
further study will provide solutions. 

There is ongoing debate around the use 
of marijuana for medicinal use. Like many 
alternative forms of treatment, the actual data 
is hard to come by and collecting this has only 
been complicated by the decades-old “war on 
drugs” and the “reefer madness” campaigns 
of the ‘60s. Anecdotal evidence is 
widespread, however, and regulators are 
finally committing to structured trials as well 
as to the collection of data on marijuana use. 

The legislation covers the following 
medical conditions and symptoms: 


Medical Condition Symptom 


Cancer, AIDS, HIV Infection Severe nausea 


Cancer, AIDS, HIV Infection Anorexia, Weight loss 


Multiple Sclerosis, Spinal Cord Injury or Persistent muscle spasms 


Disease 
Epilepsy Seizures 
Cancer, AIDS, HIV Infection, Multiple Severe pain 
Sclerosis, Spinal Cord Injury or Disease, 
Currently, studies and trials are 


underway to better study and document the 
effectiveness of marijuana as a treatment. It 
should be noted that there are pharmaceutical 


ENDS 


alternatives to marijuana [the active 
ingredient in marijuana is THC] used to treat 
nausea, vomiting, weight loss and anorexia 
associated with HIV/AIDS and cancer 
treatments. Many find the synthesized drugs 
effective but the side effects have great 
impact. Both are taken orally and are 
prescribed by a doctor. 

The Government of Canada is looking 
at securing sources for marijuana to support 
studies and trials as well as to perhaps 
develop some _ standards around the 
commercial cultivation for the purposes of 
supplying patients. 

While there are still many grey areas 
with this new legislation, Canada has 
stepped out of the shadow and taken a lead 
on this issue. Many countries will be 
watching the success of this new programme 
to tailor their own and some will be watching 
for it to fail. It should be noted that the 
“authorization to possess” is covered by 
Canadian law. Possession and smoking of 
marijuana is still illegal in the rest of the 
world [except Amsterdam] and carries 
significant penalties. 


Brian Huskins is the former President 
of the Canadian AIDS Society and Alberta 
Liberal candidate in the 2001 election. 
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les a truism by now that they 


mean the most in time of need. 


When someone you know is going through the sorrow and confusion of life’s 


hardest experience, take the time to stop by the funeral home and let them know 


that you care. 


Leyden’s Funeral Home 
and 
Bow Valley Crematorium 
304 - 18th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, AB 
403-228-4422 


Eden Brook Memorial 
Gardens 
17th Ave S.W. & Lower Spring Park Rd. 
403-217-3700 


Leyden’s Funeral Home 
4079 - ist St. 
Claresholm, AB 
403-625-3212 


Mountain View Funeral 
Home 
17th Ave & Garden Rd. S.E. 
Calgary, AB 
403-272-5555 


Mountain View Memorial 
Gardens & Crematorium 
17th Ave & Garden Rd. S.E. 
Calgary, AB 
403-272-9824 


Serving Calgary and Southern Alberta since 1930 


Canadian 


Owned and Operated 


QUTLEQKS September'dl 19 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


East Kootenay AIDS Walk 
(250) 426-3383 
www.ankors.be.ca 


AIDS Walk Kamloops 
(250) 372-7585 
ask@mail.ocis.net 


5th Annual Okanagan AIDS Walk 
(250) 862-2437 
www.silk.net/arc 


AIDS Walk Nelson 
(250) 505-5506 
1-800-421-AIDS _, 

www.ankors.be:ta 


AIDS Walk, Prince George 
(250) 562-1172 
aidspgl@pgweb.com 


AIDS Walk Nanaimo 
(250) 753-2437 
dana.becker@avi.org 
claire.dmeen@avi.org 


AIDS Walk Vancouver 
(604) 915-WALK 
www.bcpwa.org 


AIDS Walk Victoria 
(250) 384-2366 
shelley.motz@avi.org 


ALBERTA 


Alberta AIDS Walk 
(403) 314-0892 
1-888-STOP HIV 
www. 1888stophiv.com 


Red Ribbon Community Walk 


(403) 233-2437 


www.thesharpfoundation.com 


Calgary AIDS Walk 


(403) 541-WALK’ » ” 


www. 888stophiv.com 


Edmonton AIDS Walk 
(780) 488-5742 
www. 1888stophiv.com 


Grand Prairie AIDS Walk 
(780) 538-3388 
www. 1888stophiv.com 


Jasper AIDS Watk 
(780) 852-5274 
www. | 888stophiv.com: 


Lethbridge AIDS Walk 
(403) 328-8186 
www. 1888stophiv.com 


Medicine Hat 
(403) 527-7099 
www. 1888stophiv.com 


ATTENTION 


Red Deer AIDS Walk 
(403) 346-8858 
www. 1888stophiv.com 


SASKATCHEWAN 
AIDS Walk Regina 


(306) 924-8420 
1-877-210-7623 


Cnc fx:com/aidsregina/southsaskmain. 


htm 


AIDS Walk Saskatoon 
(306) 242-5005 
(306) 665-1224 
1-800-667-6876 
members.home.net/aids.saskatoon 


MANITOBA © 


AIDS Walk Manitoba 
(204) 477-WALK 
ascm@escape.ca 


ONTARIO 


Ottawa - White Night /Nuit Blanche 
(613) 238-2124 
www.aidswalkottawa.ca 


AIDS Walk Toronto 
(416) 340-WALK 
www.aidswalktoronto.org 


HAIR REPLACEMENT 
SYSTEM WEARERS 


Are You Looking For Affordable & Excellent Personal Service? 


Take Advantage Of Our Introductory at 


‘$2 


* Professional Styling 
¢ Professional Grooming 


¢ Guaranteed Colour Matching 


¢ 4-6 Week Bonding 


We provide personalized customer service in a 
relaxed atmosphere for all of your hair replacement 4) 
needs. With our 30 years experience you can 
depend on our individual and personal attention to 


make you look your best. 


Sir 101& ALL COMPETITOR PROGRAMS INCLUDING 
COUPONS AND WARRANTIES TRANSFERABLE. 


*Some conditions apply - Call for details. 


Trichologist & Cosmetic Dermologic 


du Brule Hair Recovery Centres « Since 1969 
Calgary 503 17th Avenue SW (403) 228-3943 « 1-800-830-7911 » Edmonton (780) 669-4407 
FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND THE BEST! 
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« AIDS Walk Kitchener 
~~ (519) 570-3687 
www.acckwa.com 


AIDS Walk London 
(519) 433-3935 
aidslondon@wwdc.com 


Niagara's AIDS Walk Canada 2001 
(905) 984-8684 ex. 21 
Wwww.vaxxine.com/aidsniagara 


», AIDS, Walk Windsor 
-_ (8199973-0222 
www.aidswindsor.com 


QUEBEC 


Ca Marche 
(514) 270-5010 
www.total.net/~farha 


NEW BRUNSWICK 


AIDS Walk Fredericton 
(506) 459-7518 
www.aidsnb.com 


AIDS Walk Moncton yy 
(506) 859-9616 € 


AIDS Walk St. John 
(506) 652-2437 


www.sjfn.nb.ca/community_hall/a/aid 
ssj-html 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


Healing Our Nations AIDS Walk 
(709) 882-2710 
www.healingournations.ca 


AIDS Walk St. John's 
(709) 579-8656 
www.acnl.net 


NOVA SCOTIA 


Healing Our Nations AIDS Walk 
www.healingournations.com 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


Healing Our Nations AIDS Walk 
www.healingournations.com 


AIDS Walk Charlottetown 
(902) 566-2437 
1-800-314-2437 

www.aidspei.com 


NORTH WEST TERRITORRIES 


AIDS Walk Yellowknife 
(867) 669-0803 
(867) 873-2626 

www.ssimicro.com/aids 


S 
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Homophobia: a health hazard 


Y 


AIDS CALGARY 


awareness association 


By Collin Smith 


We all know that homophobia has an 
impact on our lives, but did you know that it 
also has an impact on your health? Webster’s 
defines homophobia as “irrational fear of, 
aversion to, or discrimination against 
homosexuality or homosexuals.” It’s the 
kind of thing many of us live with everyday, 
everything from silly stereotypes to outright 
hatred, condemnation and _ violence 
constitutes homophobia. Often, we even 
propagate it ourselves as we run each other 
or ourselves down because of our sexual 
orientation. Now there is a growing 
perception that homophobia has a large and 
negative impact on our health. 

The July thirteenth L.A. Times reported 
on a new study by the National Gay and 


THE MEN’S GROUP 


The Men’s Group is a safe place for 
men to talk with their peers about life’s 
issues. 

Call GLCSA for more details 234-8973 


Mondays 
7:00pm - 8:30pm 
upstairs at Money Pennies 1742 10 ave SW 


- Sponsored by the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Services Association & The 
Men’s Project 


Lesbian Task Force that shows a direct link 
between “social discrimination” and an 
increased risk of HIV infection. The report, 
titled “Social Discrimination and Health: 
The Case of Latino Gay Men and HIV 
Risk,” shows that men practicing behaviors 
with a higher risk of HIV transmission had 
significantly more 
homophobia, racism and poverty than other 
men. 


Gay Say: Calgary Men Speak 
Last month's question 


What turns you off the most when you meet a new guy? 


Poor Hygene 

Into drugs 

Refuses to wear a condom 
Boring 


Married 
Small penis 


Smoking 
Bad teeth 


Zebra pants 


This month's question 


You partner pleads for anal sex but there is no water based lubricant 
insight. What alternative do you choose? 


Moisturizer 
Vasaline 
Saliva 
Pre-cum 


Try "Dry penetration” 


Don't have anal sex, try something else instead 


Others 


Vote at www.gicsa.org/mens 


Phone:777-9499 ext. 2016 


email: mensproject@hotmail.com 


Vote in this month's Voice Out poll on 


experiences of 


The article reports that significantly 
more men who are at a high risk for 
contracting HIV experienced homophobia 
through both verbal and physical abuse than 
men who are at a lower risk. The study also 
found that suffering the effects of racism, 
poverty and sexual objectification increased 
one’s risk for HIV infection, as it could lead 
to higher risk behaviors. 

This means that. to lower HIV infection 
rates among gay and bisexual men, we need 
to work towards eliminating homophobia. It 
follows that other health concerns that gay 
and bisexual men face (such as teen suicide) 
would also be affected by the elimination of 
homophobia in our society. Rafael Diaz, the 
principal researcher for the report by the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force stated, 
“Tf we are to be effective in our fight against 
AIDS and any other public health tragedies 
that feed on human powerlessness, HIV 
prevention workers and advocates must be 
agents of social and cultural change.” 
(NGLITF release, 7/12). 

This 1s being recognized here in Canada 
as well. A national reference group of gay 
men from across Canada has been working 
on preparing a document of 
recommendations to create a framework for 
a national strategy in addressing HIV 
prevention for gay men. Taking a lead from 
gay men working in communities across the 
country, they have identified a new strategy 
that takes into account the issues (like 
homophobia) that gay men face everyday. 

The document, “Valuing Gay Men’s 
Lives,” recommends to Health Canada that 
“gay men’s health and wellness be guided by 
that population’s empowerment to name its 
own needs and aspirations.” It recognizes 
the threat to our health that homophobia 
creates and recommends working toward 
“conditions that affirm choices of coming 
out.” 

Being comfortable with our identities is 
an important aspect of our health and may be 
one of the most important. We have been 
working in the Calgary area to help improve 
gay men’s lives by having safe places for 
men to meet and discuss their sexuality and 
the issues they face as gay men. Our Men’s 
Group meets every Monday and provides an 
opportunity for men to talk together. Inside 
Out is a place for Gay and Lesbian Youth to 
create affirming support networks. The 
Men’s Project has also been able to advocate 
for a greater understanding of the issues 
facing gay men in the larger community. 
These are some of the ways that we have 
been working to lessen the effects of 
homophobia on our lives. 

If you are interested in reading more 
about the document Valuing Gay Men’s 


Lives, you can find it online at 


www.gaycanada.com/glhs. Click on the 
link for the National Reference Group. The 
discussion paper Framing Gay Men’s Health 
in a Population Health Discourse is also 
available at this site. 


VOICE OUT A BIG SUCCESS! 


Thanks to everyone who has been 
participating! We have had a great reaction 
from the community to our question of the 
month. The responses have been funny and 
moving and very original. Now we want to 
take it to the next level. You can vote online 
at www.glcsa.org/mens, or you can call us 
at xtensions at 777-9499 and enter code 
2016. Here you can vote and leave your 
thoughts on the question. You can also e- 
mail your comments to 
voiceoutcalgary@hotmail.com. Soon we 
will begin posting the comments you are 
sending in and you will be able to read what 
other gay men in Calgary think about these 
Check the website soon for this 
update! Also, send us your ideas for future 
Voice Out questions. 


issues. 
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(403) 255-9773 . 
44 6130 la Street SW 


www. bee-cool.com 


e at www.glicsa.org/mens 
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ett brie ae Planning an event in Calgary? 


Matthew Currie Contact Kirk at 

Holmes with (403) 228-1157 and he'll see about 
musician (and past covering it in Out & About. 
Outlooks cover 
model) Jeremiah 
“| Klein outside the 
4 Uptown at the 
Hedwig premiere 


(BELOW) PREMIERE PALS : 
(From left) Chris, Mike and 
Alycia strike a friendly pose in 
the Uptown lobby 


(LEFT) AN ODD 
JUXTAPOSITION: 
The Kingdom Hall 
serves as a backdrop 
for Zodiac Challenge 
action 


(ABOVE) HED’S GOT MY WIG: 
(From left) Martin—Detour girl Isis, 
incognito—with pal David at the 
Calgary opening of Hedwig and the 
Angry Inch 


(ABOVE) POSTER BOYS: 

(From left) Steve and Paul in front 
of the Uptown marquee wall at the 
Hedwig premiere 


(RIGHT) NET 
GAINS: 
Shauna and Mike 
pace out the terrain 
on Money-Pennies’ 
beach 


(BELOW) HORO-SCOPING OUT THE ACTION: 
Onlookers at the Zodiac Challenge, hosted by 
Money-Pennies. (From left) Craig, Reid, Judy, 
Colleen and Cyndi 


(LEFT) PANTYHOSE 
ENVY: 

Sheryl demonstrates 
to the crowd how 
she can ‘swing it’ 
with the best of 
‘em 


(ABOVE) FINE FEATHERED FRIEND: 
(From left) Dallas with Disco Dan at 
the Money-Pennies dance 


(LEFT) DISCO QUEENS: 
(From left) Michele 
and Doug (nice hat, 
sweetheart!) at the 
ready for patrons at 
the Money-Pennies 
dance 


(LEFT) URBAN BEACH: 
Team Aries plays the 
Scorpio crew on an 
ideal sandy set-up 
adjacent to 9th 
Avenue SW 


(RIGHT) THE 
PAUSE THAT 
REFRESHES: 
(From left) 
(LEFT) GETTING (LEFT) DRY T- Barbatd 
THINGS OUT IS SHIRT CONTEST: tke a breed 
EASIER: (From left) alas A 
(From left) Darryl, Mike Colleen and pee he 
and Colleen engaged Shirley with their Pon 
in a game of “Bango- Zodiac Challenge S pene 


| balls” T-shirts 


event 


All photos on this page by Kirk McDonald 
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The teaching of tolerance 


By Gerard MacMullin 


The end of summer marks the 
beginning of the school year, and for 
thousands of gay and lesbian teenagers 
that means lessons in shame, intimidation 
and terror. “I couldn’t take it anymore...it 
was horrible...every day I was teased and 
teased, everyone calling me gay, fag, 
queer.” Shortly after writing those words, 
14-year-old Hamed Nastoh quietly filled 
his backpack with rocks and jumped off 
the Patullo Bridge in Surrey, outside 
Vancouver. The boy’s body was later 
pulled from the icy waters of the Fraser 
River. The shy, straight-A student was 
bullied to death. 

Bullying has reached epidemic 
proportions across Canada, and the 
casualty rate is climbing. Nastoh’s death 
was one of several bullying related 
suicides reported in British Columbia last 
year. In Taber, Alberta, a 14-year-old who 
opened fire at a high school had been 
bullied for several years. One student was 
shot dead, another wounded. In Stony 
Plain, Alberta, a 16-year-old boy—a 
favorite target of local bullies—was found 
dead near a creek. Near Cornwall, Ontario 
a teenager was jailed for uttering threats in 
connection with his essay about a bullied 
student who gets revenge. North 
Vancouver is one of several cities where 
victims have challenged school boards in 
the courts for failing to provide safe 
classrooms. Yet, those dramatic cases are 
just the tip of the iceberg. No one knows 
exactly how many young gays kill 
themselves, drop out, run away or drift 
into alcohol and drug abuse due to 
harassment and intimidation at school. 

Romi Chandra, a 22-year-old 
Vancouver youth worker, was taunted and 
roughed up so badly he was forced to quit 
high school just three months short of 
graduation. One of Chandra’s friends 
didn’t get off so easily: he hanged himself 
in a playground. “I’d be lying if I said 
those thoughts didn’t go through my head 
when I was going through that stuff at my 
school. There are so many people going 
through the same thing,” Chandra said. 

Almost one in five gay kids is 
physically assaulted at school due to 


sexual orientation, according to a 1999 
report by the McCreary Centre Society. 
The survey of gay youth in BC also reports 
34 percent of respondents had been 
threatened and 63 percent harassed 
verbally. But in the heart of Vancouver’s 
West End there is a glimmer of hope. In 
the Gay and Lesbian Centre at Davie and 
Bute, Jennifer Horgos is on the front lines. 
As coordinator of the Youth Services 
Program, you'll often find her on the 
bully’s home turf—the schoolyard. 

“People are more aware and [more 
willing to] believe what’s going on,” she 
says. “In 1997 we had 12 requests to do 
workshops in schools and last year we 
responded to 91 requests in the Lower 
Mainland.” 

Horgos and her team have a clear and 
simple message, “It’s okay for students to 
disagree with us or have a different 
opinion (regarding homosexuality). What 
we can’t tolerate is discrimination or 
violence.” Ironically, Horgos has not been 
invited to Enver Creek Secondary School, 
where Hamid Nastoh suffered the abuse 
that led to his death. “We’re in every other 
school district in the Lower Mainland, but 
we don’t have access through the Surrey 
School Board,” she says. 

That comes as no surprise: the Surrey 
School District spent an estimated 
$800,000.00 on lengthy legal battle to ban 
three gay-positive children’s books from 
its libraries. In the wake of Nostoh’s death, 
the board moved swiftly—not to protect 
other at-risk children, but to punish two 
highly respected teachers for publicly 
suggesting Nastoh was gay. Both teachers 
were handed seven-week suspensions. 


Although the Surrey Board represents the . 


extreme, it’s not uncommon for any school 
trustee to squirm when the conversation 
turns to homosexuality. “The big fear is 
that we’re going to be talking about gay 
sex. When we get across to them that what 
we’re talking about is human rights...they 
sort of calm down a bit,” says Horgos. 

At times, it seems some school boards 
are trying to deny that gays and lesbians 
even exist. The trustees seem blissfully 
unaware that in the real world, kids, even 
very young ones, already know all about 
homosexuality. They giggle over which of 
their relatives or neighbors may be queer 
and which of their peers looks gay. 
They’re already using the put-downs, and 
terms like “fag” and “homo” roll off their 
tongues smoothly and frequently. Thanks 
to pop culture, they’re well versed in 
sexual _ innuendo. Children love 
homophobic catch phrases like “that is so 
gay,’ made popular by the cartoon 
characters on South Park. When boys 
thrust their groins forward and shout, “Eat 
me!” you can credit the World Wrestling 


Federation, not 
workshops. 

While educators, churches and some 
parents worry about gay groups “teaching 
homosexuality,” Horgos spends most of 
her time trying to do the opposite. “For the 
most part students are totally aware that 
this stuff goes on, but they still have a lot 
of myths and stereotypes they’re picking 
up from different places. It’s a really 
common thing to think that there’s a gay or 
lesbian ‘lifestyle’ of always going to the 
bars, always partying, never having a 
longterm relationship, or being mentally 
unstable. A lot of predator myths still 
exist,” she notes. 

Despite the fears of some school 
boards, this program really isn’t about 
homosexuality at all; it’s about respect. 
“It’s not okay to pick on somebody 
because they’re different. The [students] 
tell us it’s not just the gay kids who are 
being attacked,” Horgos says. 

Our culture often dismisses verbal 
abuse and aggressiveness as part of 
growing up, giving bullies plenty of 
opportunity to work out their own esteem 
issues through intimidation and violence 
against peers who are different and not as 
strong. It’s a fact that many of those who 
assault gays are themselves questioning or 
in denial. Bullies often dismiss their 
comments and actions as playfulness or 
joking; but for a _ fourteen-year-old, 
isolated and alone, it doesn’t seem so 
funny. “When they call somebody ‘gay’ 
don’t say it doesn’t really matter because 
‘I don’t mean he’s gay.’ Is it a 
compliment? No, it’s an insult. And 
imagine what it’s like to be gay and to hear 
that a hundred times during the day, your 
identity being used as an insult,” Horgos 
says. Her challenge seems to give kids a 
different perspective, “[With some 
students] you just sort of see the light bulb 
go on. So I think at least we start the 
process,” she says. 

Horgos urges kids to “reach out and 


anti-homophobia 


GLOVER & CO CGA 


2002-1Avenue NW Calgary,Ab 1T2N 0B3 
Phone 270-2110 Fax 270-3235 


Financial Statements 
Trust Account “Audits” 
Consulting 


Bookkeeping, GST 


Corporate Tax Returns 
E-FILE Personal Tax 
Tax Planning 

Estate & Trust Returns 


ANN GLOVER B.Sc., C.G.A 


find somewhere where you'll be safe. 
Don’t give in to the isolation, [it’s] the 
biggest danger...realize that [you] are not 
alone.” She recalls the story of one boy, 
who wanted to march in the Pride Parade 
but was so fearful and closeted, he had to 
disguise himself. His experience helps 
explain why Horgos is so enthusiastic 
about her work: 

“I spend so much time trying to hide 
who I am I forget that there are people out 
there who don’t want to beat the crap out 
of me,” the boy told her. “Everywhere I 
went today people knew I was gay and 
they were smiling at me. I need to have 
that experience a little more often.” 


Youth Services can be reached at the 
Prideline (800) 566-1170 or at 
www.lgtbcentrevancouver.com. 


Gerard MacMullin spent thirteen years 
in radio, television and print as open-line 
host, provincial Legislature reporter, and 
regional news editor, respectively. He 


currently lives in Vancouver’s West End and 
works as a credit counsellor for a major 
bank. 
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(LEFT) WHEN IN Planning an event in 


ROME: : 
Jurgen (Left) and Vancouver? 
Rob welcome Contact Barry at (604) 685-1377 


atrons to Numbers 
P rainbow-hued and he'll see about getting it 


toga covered in Out & About. 


(BELOW) PAPER CHASE: 
West's new distribution 


Parade 


(LEFT) 
START-UP 
STAR: 
Queer As 
Folk's Thea 
Gill helps 
kick-off 
2001: A 
Proud 
Odyssey 


a > (LEFT) THE 
ODYSSEY 
JOINS THE 
L) ODYSSEY: 
The night 
club’s float in 
the VPS’ 
Parade, 2001: 
A Proud —— 
Odyssey (ABOVE) LET’S HOPE FOR A STRONG 
WIND!: 
Members of the Pacific Rim Curling 
League team strut their stuff along 
Denman Street 


(BELOW) SHOWING SOME PINK: 
Vancouver Centre MP Hedy Fry 
pauses to visit with some 
“breezy” parade participants 
(LEFT) WATER 7 
BIRD: - [ oO i 
Some peaple 
wear the 
| damndest 
things to keep 
the rain off 
them in 
Vancouver! 


(LEFT) INDULGE US! 
INDULGE US!: 
Sister Sharon graces 
the crowd with a 
heavenly smile 


(ABOVE) THIS BOD 
BROUGHT TO YOU B 
THE LETTER ‘Q’: 

The Vancouver Gay and 
Lesbian Film Festiva 
entry, just one of thé 
reasons we shoujd 
support gay cinefa 


(LEFT) DO THE 
HEDY HUSTLE: 
The falyulous Dr. 
Hedy Fiy making 
the rouhds on 

parade Hay 


(LEFT) PRAIRIE 
q PILGRIMMAGE: 
4 A sampling of 
Pride Calgary's 
presence in the 
Vancouver Parade 


(LEFT) BEARS ON BOARD: 
Passengers on the Supday 
night Leather and D 


| Cruise 
(RIGHT) 
TALONS OF (BELOW) PROUD CROWD: 
(BELOW) BACK TO BROLLYVILLE: _ FALENT: A crush of happy, damp 
The “ nylon ceiling” goes up at the Willie Taylor bodies in the Royal Hotel 
3 ae e “nails” ‘em following the Pride Parade 


Sunset Beach Festival Wiha anlar 
3 at Diva Inc. 


(ABOVE) ‘HIDE’ IN PLAIN SIGHT: 
A knot of leathermen on the Sunday 
night cruise 
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(LEFT) HIGH FLIER: 

Bracing for a bump in August 12 
match of the Edmonton beach 
volleyball group 


(RIGHT) 
VOLLEYBALL 
‘VACATION’: 

Taking a 

break from : ag 
the action Loe . Vee & Planning an event in Edmonton? 
~ Contact Fred at 
(780) 447-3006 and he'll see about 
covering it in Out & About. 


(ABOVE) BETTER THAN LAGUNA: 
Beach volleyball action in the 
heart of Edmonton 


(RIGHT) POSITIVE 
PAST: 

Chairman of the Board 
Jim Kane in front of the 
memorial quilt at Living 


Positive’s 10th Anniversary (Asay SOO sla le nse 


Longtime members 
celebrate ten years of 
Living Positive in the 
Edmonton community. 
(From left) Cornie Meyer, 
Maggie McGee and Jim 
Kane ‘ 


(ABOVE) LADIES OF THE NIGHT: 
Bringing a bit of bodacious beauty to 
Buddy’s on a Sunday night 


left) proudly shows 
off his garden to 
visitors during the 
Liatris Society’s 
annual Garden Tour 


(LEFT) BETTER 
THAN THE 
MINOTAUR’S: 
Charles Bidwell 
(Right) explains 
his walking 
labyrinth to a 
guest during the 
Liatris Society's 
annual tour 
(LEFT & BELOW) WU’D BY 
BEAUTY: 

Two views of Bill Wu's 
exquisite garden 


(LEFT) TAKING TIME 
TO STOP AND SMELL 
THE ... GRASSES?: 
No, actually they‘re 
Siberian iris! (From 
left) Bill Wu with 
Liatris Society 
organizer John 
Pinchbech 


(RIGHT) A-MAZED 

(From left) Byn, Terry, Heather and 
Sue take a closer look at the 
walking labyrinth in Charles 
Bidwell’s garden during the tour 


All photos on this page by Fred Dicker 
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Hearitsong celebrates tenth anniversary 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


St. Benedict’s is a monastery, lately 
reincarnated as a retreat and conference 
centre. It sits in beautiful grounds on the Red 
River a few minutes north of Winnipeg and is 
home to 42 nuns. Sister Mary Coswin, who 
runs the centre, says recruitment is hard these 
days and there are actually more deceased 
nuns in the cemetery on the grounds than 
there are living in residence. 

The nuns operate with a credo of 
hospitality and hard work. They became 
established in Manitoba in 1912 by an Act of 
the Legislature and originally came to teach 
the children of poor Polish immigrants. 

St. Benedict’s is a beautiful place 
set in sylvan grounds. It has modern 
accommodations, a beautiful chapel and 
some very beautiful people. The reason I am 
mentioning this group of nuns 1s because of a 
project called Heartsong, an annual event that 
very few people know about. 

Heartsong is a three-day retreat provided 
free of charge to anyone diagnosed with HIV 
or AIDS. Next spring it will celebrate its 
tenth anniversary and it’s the only event of its 
kind in Canada. Sister Mary Coswin, who 
directs the retreat centre, says they got the 
idea from a similar one in Texas, but that 
fizzled out after a couple of years. The 
Winnipeg retreat, paid for by donations, is 
going strong and usually provides a welcome 
respite from the stresses of the world for 15 to 
20 people, along with caregivers, including 
two professional nurses. 
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When it began, most guests were gay 
men, but that has changed. Today there are 
more women, more married couples, more 
aboriginals. Many are poor and for three days 
they enjoy pleasant private rooms, three good 
meals a day and snacks, programs of 
art, dance, music and even toasting 
marshmallows round a camp fire on the 
grounds. 

The nuns also organize a creative form 
of remembrance for those who have passed 
on from the disease: one year participants 
released balloons bearing the names of lost 
loved ones; another year they helped plant a 
garden with forget-me-nots. 

Many people feel isolated after being 
diagnosed with HIV. They stop socializing. 
Many are afraid to visit a monastery, fearing 
it might be heavily into structured religion. 
But the atmosphere at Heartsong is very 
informal. The nuns do not wear habits and the 
spiritual sessions involve no dogma, though 
they do help people to focus on healing the 
pain in their troubled hearts and spirits. Many 


tears are shed by the third day, but there are 
also many laughs and many jokes. Most 
people are reluctant to leave on the third day, 
having made new friends, connected at a 
deep level and realized they are not alone. 
On arrival, many participants are 
nervous and quiet; they are like flowers 
folded up for the night. But by the end of the 
retreat they have unfolded and bloomed. 
Long sad faces are often radiant with a new 
feeling of peace and connectedness and hope. 
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Heartsong is about healing wounded, 
broken spirits. It is about sharing honestly in 
a safe, secure environment surrounded by 
loving people who have their own wounds 
and need to share. On the physical side, it is 


ST. BENEDICT’S 


also about having good meals and pleasant, 
private accommodations, as well as the 
chance for a free massage or Reiki or 
therapeutic touch session. All these services 
are donated. 

Heartsong is also about giving and 
sharing. Each participant is secretly assigned 
the name of one other participant with the 
idea of being a “care buddy.” Who is 
matched with whom is only revealed at the 
end. If you draw someone’s name, you are 
encouraged to make an effort to talk to them 
or do some little act of kindness. At retreat’s 
end, everyone makes a gift for their buddy 
and these gifts are exchanged in a sharing 
circle, which is often very moving and 
occasionally hilarious. 

There is also a talent night where both 
staff and guests can do impressions, sing, 
play an instrument, tell jokes or do whatever 
they wish. Nothing is compulsory and these 
human flowers unfold at different speeds. 

Jocelyn Preston is an HIV specialist 
nurse who works at St. Boniface Hospital and 
she’s been to eight Heartsongs. “It’s a chance 
for people to feel valued and cared about,” 
she says. “It’s a mental health break from the 
world for both clients and caregivers.” 

Preston says she was deeply touched by 
how reluctant two. women at this year’s 
retreat were about leaving. “They told me the 
bedroom they had was the nicest place they 
had ever slept in their lives. When you hear 
some of the stories of these people’s lrves— 
abusive homes and relationships, drugs, 
substance abuse, prostitution—it is very 
humbling.” 

She says many people are nervous about 
the idea of a spiritual retreat and in the past 


ay 


some who had planned to come simply drove 
by. Their fear of being open and vulnerable 
overcame them. This year, one man came and 
left after a day but he did return at the end and 
exchanged some phone numbers. He had 
only just been diagnosed and it hadn’t sunk in 
that many others have gone through the same 
feelings that he was experiencing. 

Another nurse, Faigie Greaves, has 
attended five Heartsongs and first went to 
give moral support to a young man with 
AIDS whom she had befriended. He died at 
age 29, but Greaves returns every year to 
Heartsong. “I deeply admire the courage of 
the people who come, and when you hear 
their struggles and life stories it is deeply 
moving,” she says. “I have made many new 
friends through Heartsong and feel deeply 
privileged to be involved. It has certainly 
widened my horizons and helped me grow 
spiritually because there is so much honesty 
there. We are all vulnerable and all wounded 
in different ways.” 


COMING STATUE OF CHRISTA 


Charles, a veteran of many Heartsongs, 
lives with HIV and says it’s a great place to 
get away from the cares of the world and to 
renew old friendships. “I took my cell phone 
this year but didn’t use it once,” he says. 
“Heartsong is a place to relax and find some 
peace. There are more straight people going 
than when I began but we are all humans 
sharing the same problems.” 

Next year will be the ninetieth 
anniversary of the Benedictines coming to 
serve Manitobans and the tenth anniversary 
for Heartsong. The nuns will be ready and 
waiting: to listen, to laugh and to love. 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former 
Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s 
and The Financial Post. He has written 
for most major magazines and 
newspapers in Canada as well as 
broadcasting on the national and 
international networks of CBC Radio. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
September 7th, 2001 
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Ward 8 


Civic Election 
October 15, 2001 


17 years of community involvement 
has led to: 


e Lower property taxes 
e A recycling program 


e Programs respecting diversity 


e Improved zoning 
e A new park 
¢ School upgrades 


Now let King work for your community! 


Businesswoman, lawyer, mediator 


Caring for the Heart of Our City 


Campaign Office: 287-9203 
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VANCOUVER’S 
yistery.cow 
visit our new and improved 
internet site: 

*for all the information on our 
current court struggle with Canada 
Customs 
*our monthly top ten lists complete 
with book reviews and info on top 
selling XXX videos, 
magazines and toys 
*visit our book chat room and 
discuss what’s good, what’s fun, and 


what’s important to read 


Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium 
1238 Davie Street, 
Vancouver, B.C., V6E 1N4 
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www.lsisters.com 
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VorED #1 FETISH SHOP 
IN ALBERTA! 


Fetishwear * Leather-Latex 
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(RIGHT) MEDIA 

MAN: 

Olympic gold 

medalist and TV 

personality Mark : 

Tewksbury ‘doing iy —— 
the wave’ f. ty 


(BELOW) COMMUNITY GIANT: : 
The float for Priape, Montreal's largest (ABOVE) NEVER A DRAG: : . 
and longest running GLBT emporium The famously fantastic mega-drag show in Barrie Square 


(LEFT) GOING, GOING, 
GOWN: 

A comely queen braves 
Montreal's intense heat 


(BELOW) HOMO HOP-SCOTCH?: 
No, it's Gayrobics—the most fabulous way 
to stay... well, fabulous! 


(RIGHT) BIKE 
BEAT: 

One of 
Montreal’s 
finest patrolling 
the crowd 


(LEFT) PROUD 
4 PUBLICATION: 
Montreal's étre, (RIGHT) 


getting their word PINWHEELS 
out on the street OF PRIDE: 


(BELOW) HEALTHY SUPPORT: A colourful 
Federal Health Minister Allan Rock entry “spun 
ow his support up” for 


out to sh 


Divers-Citée} 3 
2001E6 


(RIGHT) MAKING THE 
CIRCUIT: 

The city’s greatest 
gay embassador, the 
Black & Blue Festival, 
issuing fair warning 
to avid party-goers 


(LEFT) CORPORATE 
CLOUT: 

Things go better 
with... Pride 


(BELOW) GETTING SOME GROUP ACTION: 
Over 750,000 take to the city’s streets in 
celebration of Pride 


(BELOW) PILLARS ‘N’ 
PECS: 

Livin’ large in leather 
at Divers-Cité 2001 


(ABOVE) WHIMSY ON WHEELS: 
Just one example of the lengths— 
and heights, colours, effort, etc._— 


to which Montrealers go with their 
floats 


All photos by: Neil Hinchey and Steve Welland 
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The “P” stands for privacy 


By Benjamin Peters 


Can we talk? Can we be frank? 

“You can. I’d rather be Sean!” 

Great! It looks like we’re off and 
running. In person, Sean P. Hayes is as wired, 
flippant and acid-tongued as his TV alter ego 
Jack McFarland on Will & Grace. 

“I’m really quite shy. It’s difficult for me 
to be funny,” he insists. 

Yeah! Sure! 

He’s “on” for the whole interview, 
finding humor around every bend. And he 
will be frank or candid or outspoken or 
truthful—on most subjects. He’ll talk about 
how celebrity has changed his life. He’ll talk 
about growing up with and without an 
alcoholic father. He'll talk about poverty. 
He’ll talk about the lonely schoolboy he once 
was. And yes he’ll talk about sexuality. But 
no—and this is a very big no—Sean Hayes 
will not talk about his sexuality. 

“T play a gay character on Will & Grace. 
I played a gay character in Billys Hollywood 
Screen Kiss. ’m proud of those characters 
and I’m proud audiences have connected 
with them,” he says, carefully skirting the 
question he knows he’s been asked. “What I 
don’t want is to be typecast. The actor in me 
wants to play many types of characters. 
Because Jack has become so popular, most of 
the scripts I’m being offered have gay 
themes. I turn them down because I don’t 
want to play gay guys for the rest of my 
career. I won’t have a career if I do.” 

This was one reason Hayes jumped at 
the opportunity to supply the voice of the 
scheming white Persian Mr. Tinkles in the 
family comedy Cats & Dogs. He wants to 
segue. We'll let him, but just temporarily. 
We’ll find a way to get back to the topic he 
would love to avoid. What Hayes wants to 
reveal is that he didn’t have cats growing up. 

“Tm a dog person. Always have been, 
which is one reason I didn’t know I was 
violently allergic to cats.” 

So how did he find out after all this time? 

“T slept with Mr. Tinkles, but that’s 
another story. His voice really turned me on. 
There’s something about it. I can’t quite put 
my finger on it but it really gets to me.” And 
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no, they’re not an item any more. 

“Tt was a one-night stand. There was a 
lot of clawing involved. It wasn’t very 
pretty.” Now the truth. The whole truth and 
nothing but the truth! “I went in for all these 
tests and cats turned out to be one of the worst 
offenders—next to dust mites—but I’ve been 
taking shots which are meant to bolster my 
immunity so maybe I could own one if I ever 
wanted to.” 

Now that Sean has taken us back to his 


youth, let’s get all the sordid details, dust 
mites and all. “I grew up in Chicago. I’m the 
youngest of five siblings. We were poor, no 
question about it. I had to share a room with 
my three brothers (Dennis, Kevin and Mike). 
My sister Tracey had her own room. Before 
he left my father made it so beautiful for her. 
I envied her. I wanted that room.” 

Actually Sean got his sister’s room when 
she went off to college. Tracey was not the 
first one to vacate the Hayes household. 

“My father left us when I was just five. 
He forced my mother to raise us with 
nothing. He was an alcoholic and a Catholic. 
I’m neither. I’m not so sure the Catholic 
Church wants me in its fold.” Why Sean? 

He won’t go there, except to say he 
doesn’t “hold with a lot of its teachings.” 
Sean was grateful for his sister’s room. It was 


his refuge and he spent a lot of nights and 
weekends alone in that room. “At school I 
was a pretty popular guy. Everyone from the 
jocks to the nerds to the cheerleaders liked to 
have me around. At school that is. At 4 p.m. 
they abandoned me. They didn’t know me. I 
wasn’t invited to evening or weekend events 
but I was really popular when I'd arrive the 
next day at school.” 

Sean actually excelled in gymnastics and 
he could (and still does) play a mean piano. 
So mean he went to college to study music 
and became a conductor at Chicago’s 
Pheasant Run Theatre. “I loved it for a while, 
but then I got sick of being down there in the 
pit watching the people up on the stage doing 
what I secretly wanted to do and knew I could 
do as well if not better.” 

At twenty-four, Hayes moved to L.A. 
and shared a dingy little apartment with four 
other people. One was his high school friend 
Reyna Larson. They were a couple for two 
years but split shortly after they arrived in 
L.A. “Reyna and J are still the best of friends. 
I love her. I absolutely love her. I’d die for 
her. Literally die for her. That’s what love 
means to me. All the rest of it is something 
else entirely.” Sean says his apartment 
actually had more than five occupants. “Our 
roommates included a rat, a big, well-fed rat.” 

Today Hayes lives in a beautiful house. 
There’s a Porsche in the drive-way. It was a 
present from NBC for his success in Will & 
Grace but he prefers to drive his little Toyota 
Camry. 

“I know what it means to be poor. 
“That’s never going to happen again. Most of 
my money goes into the bank. One of my 
favorite TV programs is E! TVs True 
Hollywood Stories. If they do mine I don’t 
want to be in some little hovel talking about 
how I wasted my money on drugs, booze and 
love affairs.” 

With cats, presumably because Hayes 
won’t say if he’s dating let alone who he’s 
dating. “I’m certainly not lonely any more. I 
have wonderful friends. Lots of them.” 

Last year, when he celebrated his 30th 
birthday, 300 of his closest friends turned up 
to help him usher in a new decade in his life, 
one that Sean is convinced is going to just 


keep getting better. He has his Emmy. He has 
his friends. He has his fans. He has a career. 
And he owes it all to Will & Grace—and 
more specifically to Jack McFarland. And 
therein lies some irony. 

There was no Jack McFarland when the 
creators of Will & Grace first conceived of 
the series. Will was supposed to have two 
lives, two distinct personalities. The one he 
showed the straight world and the one he 
showed the gay world. Sean was invited to 
audition for that Will, but he was up in 
Sundance promoting his movie Billy’ 
Hollywood Screen Kiss. 

“My agent phoned to say he’d got me an 
audition.” There was one catch. Sean would 
have to fly into L.A. at his own expense and 
miss the premiere of his first big movie role. 
“T turned it down and thought nothing more 
of it. When I got back to L.A. I heard that Eric 
McCormack had been cast as Will then I got 
another call. They’d added a new character 
named Jack and wanted me to read.” 

The rest is history. 

Jack was Will’s secret identity but Sean 
let him come screaming out of the closet from 
the first episode. 

“Of course I’m proud of Jack. People 
who you wouldn’t even think would be 
watching a gay-themed TV series are hooked 
on Will & Grace. | think our show is doing 
for gays what The Jeffersons did for black 
people and that, as they say, is what show-biz 
is all about.” 

Surprise. Sean has worked his way to 
the end of the interview with nary a mention 
of his own sexuality. 

It’s what he intended. You know, all the 
more power to him. He’s content in who he 
is and that’s really all that matters. Through 
Jack he is a spokesman for the gay 
community and an effective one at that. Right 
now Sean is content with having Jack do the 
glad-handing. 


Benjamin Peters covers arts & 
entertainment for magazines throughout 
Canada and in Britain. 
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Brilliant, buoyant musical ha 


“Cabaret” is far more than 
just wholesome fun and 
memorable music. 


By Terry Belleville 


It’s New Year’s Eve, 1930. Berliners are 
surfacing from the backwash of war. The 
corks are popping. It’s time to stash the drab 
robes of the economic and political chaos, 
roll up your stockings and come to the 
Cabaret. Come hear the band. Come taste the 
wine. Right this way, your table’s waiting. 
The invitation is almost irresistible. 

Its pure fun and total abandonment 
makes Cabaret such joy to watch, and the 
fact that it actually has something important 
to say has given it great legs. 

Since it premiered on Broadway in 
1966, it has seen countless revivals. Perhaps 
the most notable was in 1988 when Joel Grey 
stepped onto the stage as the Emcee. His 
mesmerizing, mascara-laden facade is now 
an icon. For some, it’s a pulsing tribute to 
‘30s Berlin Gender F**k. For others, it’s a 
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metaphor for Nazism. The duplicity is 
perfect. It's been said if you roll over a 
hedonist, you'll find a Nazi underneath. 

“Beware of slogans!” That’s the warning 
issued by Stephen Woodjetts, the Musical 
Director for Theatre Calgary’s current 
production. “I’m talking all slogans. 
Stockwell Day’s slogans. Chretien’s slogans. 
They’re all dangerous and seductive.” The 
show itself illustrates his warning when the 
cast joyously sings Tomorrow belongs to me, 
oblivious to the ominous supremacist 
overtones. As the players rush into the fervor 
of the moment, they choose to deny the 
warning of what might be. Sally Bowles 
(Kate Henning) sums it up when she says 
“Politics? What does politics have to do with 
us?” 

Based on Christopher Isherwood’s book 
The Berlin Stories and the play J Am a 
Camera, Cabaret’s characters continue to 
mature and evolve. Take the main love 
interest between Sally Bowles and Clifford 
Bradshaw (Duncan Ollerenshaw). It’s a 
recipe for blazing passion and rampant 
neurosis in which Sally’s skew on life has 
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become more empathetic and Clifford’s 


sexuality has  ricocheted between 
ambivalence and blatant homosexuality. For 
Calgary, director Valerie Moore is merging 
three scripts into one to give this production a 
voice of its own. 

“Tt’s very naughty. It’s very raw. And it is 
just so much fun” said Stephen, who is 
obviously delighted to be reunited with 
Moore. The two of them collaborated on 
Berlin to Broadway, a Theatre Calgary 
production that earned Stephen a Betty 
Mitchell Award for best musical direction last 
year. 
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s dark underbelly 


“T love this place,” he said clutching his 
ubiquitous glass of red wine. “I think Calgary 
is the most exciting, unapologetic theatre 
community I’ve ever experienced and 
produces probably the most honest Canadian 
work in this business.” 

If you add the days up between Cabaret 
and Camelot, which played Edmonton’s 
Citadel Theatre and Theatre Calgary earlier 
this year, he has spent more time in Alberta 
than in his Stratford, Ontario home. 

On this visit, Calgary is in for more than 
just seeing Stephen’s baton waving in the air. 
“Yes, its true. I get to show my bare butt live 
on stage.” He chuckles and quaffs a little 
wine. “Hell, even I would buy tickets to see 
that.” 

Cabaret plays September 18 through 
October 6 at the Max Bell Theatre in 
Calgary’s Epcor Centre for Performing Arts 
and a separate production at Edmonton’s 
Citadel Theatre beginning on September 29. 


That was Berlin. That was Then. 
Couldn’t happen here. Not now. 


Oh really? Consider this. Judith 
Bowden, set and costume designer for! 
Theatre Calgary’s production of Cabaret, 
decided to do a little research on Berlin in 
the ‘30s. Where better than Calgary’s 
public library, she thought. She selected 
the books she needed and settled down to 
see what she could find. 

What she discovered was chilling and 
frightening. As she flicked the pages, 
cards fell out upon the table, cards 
promoting white supremacy by an 
American-based group that calls itself the 
National Alliance (a disarmingly familiar 
title). 

A neatly typed credo of blatant 
discrimination anonymously tucked into 
the pages, obviously without 
knowledge of library © staff. 
believe... That the future is what we make 
it.” An innocuous slogan, but read on. 
“That if the White race is to survive we 
must unite our people on the basis o 
common blood, organize them within a 
progressive social order, and inspire them 
with a common set of ideals.” It went on 
to suggest that “the time to begin is now.” 

It was Berlin, 1931. Life was good. 
The locals dropped their sexual barriers 
and raised their glasses nightly, choosing 
to deny the rumblings of hatred and 
oppression. This is Calgary, 2001. Life is 
very good. The locals explode the 
envelopes and down shooters nightly. 
Doesn’t sound all that different, does it? 

The people of Berlin who elected to 
remain oblivious paid a hefty price. So, 
maybe it’s a good thing Judith Bowden 
found those cards. Maybe, if we are 
constantly reminded that hatred and 
prejudice are alive and well and living 
among us, just maybe, we won’t have to 
pay a similar price. 
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_ Christopher Kier: new directions 


By Outlooks Staff 


At first glance, the encaustic-on- 
canvas work of Toronto-based artist 
Christopher Kier appears deceptively 


simple. On closer inspection, however, it . 


reveals itself to be intricately wrought 
and full of emotion; in the best possible 
way, the hand of the artist is evident. In 
anticipation of his upcoming show at 
Calgary’s Newzones Gallery, Outlooks 
spoke with Kier about his life in art and 
art in his life. 

Outlooks: Tell me a bit about the 
encaustic process that you use so 
frequently in your work. 

Kier: Well, it’s a hot wax process, 
where you melt the wax down—I use a 
double-boiler—and you utilise dried 
pigments into the wax to colour it. I tend 
to sculpt with it, basically, layering the 
Wax over canvas, sometimes over an 
under-drawing, and it sort of evolves as 
each layer of wax is applied. You 
basically end up creating a relief. I’ve 
been working with encaustic on canvas 
for ten years or more, and sometimes I 
use it on paper or Mylar, It’s not as 
Fricasively layered on paper, obviously; 
it’s just sort of a hint of it, and I use other 
materials like oils or chalk pastels. But 
1 canvas there are quite a few layers 


there—it depends on how deeply I can 
arve into it. I can make it into something 


nA 


that really looks like a relief, or not as 


extensively as that. It can certainly go 


either direction. 

Outlooks: What was it that drew you 
to the process? 

Kier: The tactile elements of it, the 
fact that I could create a surface and a 
relief from it. A friend many years ago 
suggested that I try it, and I sort of balked 
at it, at the time. It’s not an easy 
technique to get used to: it’s quite messy 
and it dries very quickly. It’s hot-it’s a 
nightmare, actually! [Laughs] I did take 
to it; I saw the possibilities and 
perservered. I’m pretty accustomed to it 
now—it’s amazing what you can achieve: 
you can make it look like a slab of 
polished concrete or wood or marble. 
Not that I’m striving to achieve a distinct 
look, but it can be very reminiscent of any 
of those surfaces. It also has a very 
sensual quality to it—my imagery isn’t so 
much sensual but the medium is. 

Outlooks: You mentioned other 
media, such as paper and Mylar, as well. 
Do you work much in other media or are 
they sort of peripherally employed? 

Kier: They work hand-in-hand. I 
work on canvas just about as much as I 


_ work on paper. My roots are actually in 


photography—that’s what I studied in art 
college—and I’m starting to get back into 
it. I’m playing around with some digital 
imagery, which I’m _ starting to 
incorporate into the work. That’ll take it 
to a new level, I think, within the next 
year. 

Outlooks: How do you find people 
react to your work, do they want to read 
more into it than is presented on the 
canvas? 

Kier: That’s a good question; my 
experience at openings is that people 
seem to be very satisfied with the 
qualities of the work. I’m really not 
cornered and asked to provide an 
explanation; rarely does that happen. 
People seem to be very satiated with 
whatever they’re gleaning from the work. 
I get a lot of thank-you’s, believe it or not, 
so obviously there is a lot of personal 
interpretation going on. It’s generally left 
up to the viewer and they seem to be quite 
content with that. 

Outlooks: Do you find that living in 
a very busy city like Toronto a distraction 
or an inspiration when it comes to making 
such serene-looking art? 

Kier: I think I probably escape into 
my art because of the fact that it’s kind of 
chaotic here, at times. My studio is 
looking out over a major city block 
construction site [Laughs], so there you 
go! It’s very internal, it’s certainly not 
dictated by outside situations in the city. 
Still, I think you need the hustle and 


bustle around you to do that. I don’t think 


‘I could do it the same way out in the 


country. I’m right in the heart of it all: 
my studio’s down on Queen Street and 
my apartment’s up on Gloucester, which 
is a gay neighbourhood, so there’s no 
escaping it! 

Outlooks: That kind of leads me to 
my next question—as a gay man who is 
also an artist, do you experience any 
outside pressure, in certain circles, to 
produce “gay” art? 

Kier: I haven’t encountered that in 
my situation. My work has a level of 
spirituality that addresses gay issues and 
experience as well as straight experience. 
It’s not defined by anything specific. To 
use the word ‘satiate’ again, I think that 
it’s satiated the need from the gay 
community and they’ve been very 
responsive to my work. It doesn’t 
identify with anything directly. If you 
start to do something that addresses more 
definite issues then [I think the 
expectation is there, but I haven't 
encountered that. My work has a broad 
voice. I’m an artist who happens to be 
gay. 

Outlooks: If you could live and work 
anywhere in the world, where would it 
be? 

Kier: It’s funny that you should ask 
that, ‘cause I’ve been thinking about that 


more strongly lately. I’d actually like to 
go and spend a year in Italy. You have the 
chaos and you also have that rich artistic 
and architectural heritage, which would 
be wonderful to tap into. There’s also the 
idea of just going to an island for a little 
while. I was just talking about all this 
with a friend last night, how wonderful it 
would be to have a studio in Venice. 

Outlooks: What can we expect to see 
in your upcoming show, any new themes 
or inspirations? 

Kier: Well, the work suggests 
“echo,” and I’m playing around with 
some elements of architectural detail, so 
there’s certainly something a little more 
“definite” in the work. I’m taking 
photographs of certain detailing, 
manipulating them in the computer and 
then transferring them by hand onto the 
canvas. There’s definitely a feeling of 
monuments or memorials, things like 
that. It’s hard to describe. This show is 
the beginning of new work and it’s going 
to evolve from here. 


Christopher Kier’s show 
“Absentia” runs from September 13 to 
October 15 at Newzones Gallery of 
Contemporary Art, 730 11 Ave. SW. 
The artist will be in attendance at the 
September 13 opening reception from 
5 to 8 pm 


WW Lgea HS = September’01 37 


Cove ry lime 


Create your own 
stirfry combination 
from a choice 

of 30 items. 


Create your own 
sauce sensation. 


we We cook the rest. 
4) 
| Bie uci soup wraps aol ce 
ongolian Oxperience 


Station 405-5005 Dalhousie Drive N.W. 286-7779 
1 Location | 108-4th Street S.W. 262-7773 


sponsors outlooks magazine times .10 see magazine cruiseline frame of mind gallery the king &i 


38 September'01 QOUTLEQ 


catering creations 


JOIN US IN 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
FOR THE 

ICE BREAKER 


November 7 - 11th, 2007 


Volleuball, Bowling,c-urlina, ¥-ball pool 


htt p:// www.queersee k.com icebreaker 


(780) 478-0211 


the curtain nSes 
sept 22,2001 8:00 pm @ the citadel - 


for more information, or to volunteer, call GLCCE at 488-3234 or visit 
us at www.edme.net/gicce. tickets $10 in advance or $15 at the door. 
available al orlando books, the front page, clea's books, pride video, 
the citadel, tix on the square or GLCCE. 


mecrobbie design group 


DINING OUT - ‘ 


IN CALGARY 


COME AND SEE US... 
FOR THE LOVE OF CHEESE 


262 - 3633 ), i! 
Z ae 
#80, 104 - &8 Avenue SE 

253 48383 : EAT e DRINK 


WWW.ORIENTALPHOENIX.COM 


RFEUOLUTIONARS Payable ile 
VI 
COC Hi T FAILS Fully Licensed Cafe & Terrace 


FEREL-EATS eee, 
Open 7 Days a Week 


Ph: (403) 263-1450 
Fax: (403) 266-3329 


pee WOE? ZB Cale 


Fain © ¢ HO EE. S_E 
ablished 2000 


1708 - 8th Street SW ~ PH 229-0900 
Located at the comer of 8th Street and 
i 7th Avenue SVV ~ Parking at rear 


132 - 15 Avenue S.W., Calgary 


ride 
algary 


THE PRIDE CALGARY ASSOCIATION IS HOLDING IT'S 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


SEPTEMBER 15, 2001 


COMMON ROOM AT THE OLD Y BUILDING 
(233 12th Ave. SW) 


7:00 PM sharp! 


COME JOIN US FOR THE ELECTION OF OUR NEW 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


OR COME AND JOIN ONE OF OUR COMMITTEES 


YOUR INPUT AND ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED TO MAKE 
THIS A BIGGER AND BETTER YEAR THAN LAST YEAR. 


COME SHOW SONUNR. SIUNPIPOIRC 


food and beverages will be served after the meeting 


6 


UTLEQERS September'0] 39 


The Sun and Mercury transit will Libra 
this month, highlighting style, grace and 
diplomacy. Adding to this breezy Libra 


energy are planets in the other air signs of 


Gemini and Aquarius. Air out your closet 
in time for October’s National Coming 
Out Day. 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 20) 


Sun and Mercury will hover in Libra and 
gay Rams will find themselves spending 
more time than usual concentrating on the 
perfect Relationship. The interesting 
thing is how easily you can tear up other 
parts of your life in order to pave the way 
for the obsession du jour. No matter, 
cousin: it’s best to do whatever your heart 
tells you to do. 


TAURUS (APR 21 - MAY 21) 
September is the month to roll up your 
sleeves and get all those nasty, detailed, 
depressing little jobs out of the way once 
and for all. Sun and Mercury will give 
you an inordinate amount of physical and 
mental perseverance so you can plan 
projects out and be at top efficiency. 
Don’t ask pals to help—they’ll just get in 
the way. You know the old yarn, if you 
want something done right... 
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GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 
If it’s a fabulous party you’re looking for, 
it’s a fabulous party you shall find. All 
those delightful planets in Libra will 
conspire to provide you with plenty of 
outlets for good gay times and romance. 
Lucky pink Twins can have fun almost 
anywhere, if they carefully plan their best 
moves; Saturn will skulk in the 
background ready to spank you for any 
offensive behavior. Goody! 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JUL 23) 
Pink Crabs love to cuddle at home and 
now you'll have plenty of excuses to stay 
in familiar and comfortable environs and 
just relax. Sun and Mercury will make 
your home a magnet for convivial 
company and happy moments. Changes 
in diets and exercise will have beneficial 
effects especially before the 9th thanks to 
feisty Mars, Reap and you shall sow you 
little so and so. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Never the shy ones, proud Leos will be 
able to bellow their ideas and feelings 
proudly, loudly and convincingly this 
month. Be careful, though, of getting the 
ball rolling and then losing interest in the 
whole darn affair. Also, try to avoid any 
arguments with compadres. (Saturn will 
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provide a bit of irritation in this area.) On 
the bright side, luck will be highlighted, 
so buy a lottery ticket! 


VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEPT 23) 
Concentrate on your finances. With Sun 
and Mercury in Libra, careful queer 
Virgins will reap the benefits of planned 
investing while carefree queer Virgins 
can accumulate objets d’art with 
excellent results. It’s not too late to plan 
for your retirement, but do it now while 
the planetary energy is right. After the 
9th, Mars will encourage you to spend, 
spend, spend. Oops! 


LIBRA (SEPT 24 - OCT 23) 

We are fast approaching your birthday 
celebration and the planets will help you 
set the centre stage for your big splash out 
on the scene. You may not have a head for 
the day-to-day drudgery of life right now, 
but who cares? Any new projects, any 
new people and any new beginnings will 
have an auspicious start, so plant your 
seeds now gay Libra, while the time is 
right. 


SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 22) 
Personal transformation will continue 
apace, right on schedule for next month’s 
Coming Out. Continue to examine your 
personal, closeted hangups through 
mediation, a visit to your local psychic, 
house of worship or self-help group. It’s 
time to give back to your community with 
unselfish volunteerism. You'll benefit 
greatly from giving your all for a gay 
charity right now. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 23 - DEC 22) 
Friends will be there when you need them 
and good thing, too. You can’t bear 
hanging around the house watching dust 
balls collect. What you need is a friendly 
face and platonic embrace to make the 
world nice and fun again. Gay Sags will 
have tremendous luck with new 
acquaintances, endeavors or even a new 
look. Jupiter may even make a few of 
those embraces a little less platonic... 


Simon Burroughs 
The Outlooks Photographer 
p: (403) 283-0897 
c: (403) 399-3066 


superburroughs@hotmail.com 


Corporate Location Studio 


CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20) 
With the Sun and Mercury in Libra, queer 
Goats may say just the right thing to push 
through professional plans and create new 
opportunities. So by all means, speak up! 
Mars will add a bit of oomph after the 
9th, making you a charismatic force with 
which to be reckoned: Your stock will 
soar. Expect to take a step up the 
corporate ladder, so don’t forget to wear 
underwear... 


AQUARIUS (JAN 21 - FEB 19) 
This is the time to travel so grab a map 
and get going! Your mind will be 
especially active so take a course of study 
that enables you to expand your 
perspective, enhance your philosophy and 
spread our agenda globally. Aqueerians 
will also receive a spark of conscience 
from Mars after the 9th. They say charity 
begins at home, but Mars says that you 
can do good gay deeds anywhere. 


PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20) 


Thoughts and desires will turn to sex. 
What can I say except go with the flow 
and enjoy! Mars will help you conquer 
career issues and feel fairly confident in 
your abilities. But what you'll really 
yearn for now is a connection to, and 
deep sharing with, others. Guppies can be 
surrounded by romance, companionship 
and sex this month if they get out there 
and seek it. Don’t be a cold fish! 


(c) 2001 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, 
LLC., All Rights Reserved. For 
Entertainment 
Purposes Only. 

Cruise 
www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer for 
egreetings, horoscopes and Pride 
jewelry. My book HerScopes; A Guide 
To Astrology For Lesbians from Simon 
& Schuster is available at bookstores 
and major booksites. 


Dear Freddy, 

I’m in love with this truly gorgeous, classy 
guy and when I met him I was impressed 
with his nice personality. He’s just super- 
gorgeous and “one-of-a-kind”—on our 
first date he wined and dined me like 
nobody else ever has. The issue is that he’s 
into Tantric sex and I just don’t have the 
energy to keep up. I love sex with this dude 
but eight hours of constant sex is too much. 
Whenever I complain he lectures me on 
getting in shape, but I don’t have the time 
to play tennis or jog every day. Should 
eight to ten hours of sex be normal? I’m 
worried about losing him because the sex is 
great, but I’m not used to this.. 

Horny But Very Tired 


Dear Horny, 

First of all, I'll need you to forward your little 
pal’s contact info to me so I can propose using 
him for the new Energizer campaign (a 
marathon shagger would make for much more 
interesting TV adverts than that manky acrylic 
bunny). Now, down to the matter at hand: are 
you crazy? 


You have hooked up with a guy who a) has a 
nice personality, b) wines and dines you, c) 


. looks gorgeous and d) bangs like a screen 


door for hours on end. Oh, poor you, Horny. 
And for this you won’t even squeeze in a bit 
of tennis or a walk? (Try laying off bread and 
dairy—it does wonders for a girl’s physique.) 
Well... I suggest you either get with the 
program or put him back on the market so a 
few (ha, ha) others can get a shot at the goods. 
I strongly suggest that you investigate Tantric 
sex more fully—for yourself. Apparently that 
whole “withholding orgasm” deal is quite a 
trip and when the “goo” is reabsorbed by your 
body it gives you a fabulous complexion. 
There are also other positive aspects of Tantric 
sex, such as : 

a) As long as you master the art of 
withholding your “snakes,” there won't be 
any pesky wet spot to sleep in (let alone two!) 

b) If there’s nothing on telly (or the cable’s 
gone out) at least youll know you have 
something interesting to do for 7 to 10 hours. 

c) You can feel all mystical and “centered” 
while you’re having sex, instead of depraved 
and dirty (wait — this might be a ‘negative’). 

d) You'll have something to brag about to 
your friends—at least the male ones. Chances 
are, they can only last about an hour, and then 
there’s a mess on the duvet. 

My advice to you, Horny, is to figure out a 
way to keep on keepin’ on. Eat some ginseng, 
snort some oxygen—hell, jog on the spot for 
an hour beforehand.. Find the energy. After 
all, it’s not every day you meet a spiritual 
homo who can slam the ham for extended 


All we overlook is the river valley. 


...with an incredible view 


9712 - 111 Street, Edmonton 


482-6402 
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periods and then want to take you out for 
dinner afterward. Like I said, get down to 
business or get that man back onto the auction 
bok 

Hope this helps, 

Fred 


Dear Freddy, 

This past summer I met the most gorgeous 
blond “California” type of Adonis at 
GrabbaJabba. We met, and a casual 
sexual relationship developed; the sex itself 
was mind-blowing and he was so generous. 
I fell in love. The problem is, he’s in love 
with my friend and everyone thinks he’s a 
hustler—which he isn’t. Out of jealousy 
and stupidity, I brought the subject up and 
now I’m persona non grata in his life. P’ve 
tried everything to apologize but have had 
no results. He was so generous to me: he 
paid cash for my SAIT tuition and I feel 
badly. Any advice would be greatly 
appreciated—what are my chances to at 
least have a conversation with him to settle 
the issues? 

Desperate and Lonely 

P. S. I’m hoping that if you print this letter, 
he will read it and give me a second chance. 
He is such a nice guy and I’d really feel 
terrible to lose this special person forever. 


Dear Desperate, 

Whoa! Whoa-whoa-whoa-whoa! Let’s back 
things up a step here: California-boy paid 
your tuition to SAIT and you asked him if he s 
a whore?! Babe, people who live in glass 


Outlooks is Multimedia! 
YOUR ADVERTISEMENT IN 
OUTLOOKS INCLUDES: 

¢ National circulation in Canada 


*¢ FREE website placement 
* PREE phone Xtensions 


Advertise in Outlooks 


dormitories shouldn’t throw sperm... or 
something like that. Let’s get a little 
perspective on this matter, sweetheart. 

First of all, you had a casual sexual 
relationship with this guy—the action was 
“mind-blowing” (is that a// that blew?) and 
your lover-boy was “generous.” At the risk of 
sounding like a 14-year-old girl: Duh! Of 
course you want more of that, but does that 
mean you’re in /ove? If he did you and then 
moved on to your friend, I’d say your time in 
the “California sun” is over, offensive query 
or no offensive query. And if this is standard 
behavior for him—carnal nomadism—then 
it’s no wonder people think he’s a hustler. You 
both sound like garden-variety tramps. Period, 
full-stop, end of story. At this point, if he 
doesn’t want to talk or accept your apology, 
then I think you are better to cut your losses 
and move on. Take advantage of that 
education of yours and get a good job—then, 
when you're feeling lonely, you can hire all 
the mind-blowing-blond-California-Adonis- 
type guys you want and forget this little 
incident. In short, wash your sheets and get 
on with it. 

Big hugs, 

Freddy 


Write to me, Dears! 


All letters become the property of 
Outlooks and are subject to editing. 
Write to: Dear Freddy, 

c/o Outlooks, Box 439, Suite 100, 
1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2T 0B2or e-mail to 

outlooks@cadvision.com 
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101 
office employment 


PART TIME BOOK KEEPER 


Gay friendly environment is looking for a 
book keeper familiar with QuickBooks and 
general accounting procedures. Flexible hours 
and good working environment. Fax resume to 
(403) 228-7735. Looking for someone to start 
immediately. 


104 


service industry 

SALES PERSON WANTED 

The Gay and Lesbian Community Service 
Association (GLCSA) is looking for a 
commission based salesperson for the 2002 
Unity Pages Gay and Lesbian Business 
Telephone Directory. Please call Kevin at 220- 
3392 for more information. 


Goliath’s / Texas Lounge 


Accepting applications 
for all positions 
Room attendants/Bartenders 


Fax resume to 233-2153 
or 
goliaths@cadvision.com 


help wanted 
SPA ALTERNATIVE OPENING SOON! 


Looking for experienced, alternative 
masseuse or masseur and spa staff. Up to $5000 


per month incentive provided with sale of 


theme packages. Bi-sexual need apply. 
Resumes to e-mail: spaalternative@yahoo.com 
or fax: (403) 269-5349. 


CBCA NEEDS VOLUNTEER 
For our anti-homophobia program. If you are 
between 18-23 yrs. and interested in sharing 


your story with other youths, please call (403) 
283-5580. 


203 


shared accommodation 


Roomate Wanted to share contemporary style, 2 
bedroom lower level of house in upper Bndgeland 
with 20-something student or professional. 5 
appliances, marble and slate flooring, $325/ month + 
half utilities. Close to C-Train and downtown. Call 
(403) 560-0628. 


Male seeks male who is clean, mature, quiet, neat, 
honest, trustworthy and responsable to share 
townhouse in S.W. Prefer 40 plus. Must like cats and 
be non-smoker. References required. $4.25/ month 
half utilities. Rusty (403) 246-7483. 
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accommodations 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


: I 11" Street | 


Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 4 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-011 


P://WWIW. 11STREET. COM 
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COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION 


Memberships now 


available—only 
$20 for the balance of 2001 
Call 1-888-228-1157 for details 


Best Video 
and DVD for 
sale and rent! 
New releases 
and hard to 
find classics. 
Mail order 
too! 


EXPRESS VIDEO #202, 11745 Jasper 
Ave., Edmonton, Alta. TSKONS. 
Ph: 780-482-7480. 


E-mail: exec.express@v-wave.com 


Meet that special 


Take out a classified ad in Outlooks. 


\NBOW PR/p 


RESOURCE CENTRE 


1100, 822-11 Ave SW, Calgary 
Mon - Sat: 12 noon to 10 pm 
Sun: 12 noon to 6 pm 

0) Adult Videos and Toys 

0) Cards, Books, Magazines 
{J Pride Jewelery and Gifts 
{] Community Bulletin Boord 


(403) 266-5685 
marriotk@cadvision.com 


401 
massage 


Journey home: 
RMT deep tissue 
massage to increase 
circulation and 
" decrease pain. Very 
relaxing and 
energizing. Non 
sexual. Call Mike 
680-0533. In/out 
calls. 


Certified professional masseur available for 
you! Pamper yourself with an hour of relaxing 
bliss. Light to deep pressure, IN/OUT service 
avail. To enjoy call 606-1812 Calgary. 


Professional relaxation massage, male to 


male by appointment only, serious inquires 
only. Daniel 510-7572 


SWEDISH RELAXATION MASSAGE 

In/out calls, male or female clients, private 
shower, hot oils. Unforgetable massage call 
Mike (403) 229-6885 pager or 
www.calgarymasseur.com 
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friends 
EXHILERATED BY TOUCH? 


Explore personal touch. Emotionally and 
spiritually, one on one. Not looking for sexual 
encounters or relationship. “—” or “+” not an 
issue. Would like to meet and talk. Reply to: 
comfortzone2001@home.com 


Lesbian couple in Canmore looking for 
another couple to enjoy camping, BBQ’s, 
movies, dining, etc. Must like dogs and cats. 
Looking for friendship, maybe more. 
Reply #0901 


I am a cute, attractive, thirtyfive, 5°5S”, 135 
Lbs., smooth Oriental. I would like to meet 
some friends, if the chemistry is there it could 
lead to something else. Reply #0902 


A an id mail or fax it to Outlooks at 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


Headline: 


Entire ad in Bold: 


I am an oversexed, homy fiftytwo year old 
male, 5°10” and 150 Lbs. I am looking for 
young guys 20 - 25, who are aggressive tops and 
like to be treated well. Reply #0903 


I’m sexy masculine male, part latino, looking 
for someone aged 20 -30. Looking for fun times 
and whatever develops. Reply #0904 


I'm 23, average looking, short brown hair, 
hazel eyes, 5°10”, 155 Ibs. and muscular. 
Looking for someone aged 20-30, in good 
shape, must be outgoing, Reply #0802 


Good looking Asian guy, masculine, 
muscular and very athletic. Looking for a white 
male 20-30 into fitness and outdoors for 
friendship. Reply #0803 


Straight looking, straight acting, 5°10” 165 
Ibs., age 35, looking for person my age to have 
a friendship possibiliy leading to more, I enjoy 
movies, dining out or at home quiet times. 
Reply # 0804 = 


I’ma hot homy passionate bi-male looking to 
experiment. 22 years old. blond hair, hazel eyes, 
6° 170 Ibs. and very fit. Looking for guys 20-30 
with open mind. Reply#0805 


We are two guys looking for a third. You 
should be 30-35, physically fit and ready for 
anything. We’re both 30, workout at the gym 
and are very flexible. Reply #0806 


403 


models & escorts 
OUTLOOKS MODELS WANTED 


We're looking for future cover models and 
Don’t You Wish? models. 
interested, send a snapshot along with stats 


If you're 


and your phone number to Box 439, Suite 
100, 1039 17th Ave S.W. T2T OB2. 
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dating services 


interactive eiwary, 


maie 403-261-2100 


Use FREE code 8243 
For 175 other cities 1-888-272-7277 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us 
free! (403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


Please support our 


advertisers. 
They make Outlooks possible. 
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Longterm 
Relationships 


This 48yr old man is interested in sucking on a 
cock on an ongoing basis. If you're interested 
and have a nice, big cock, give me a call 
Thanks. Box 87983 


I'm an AM, good looking, lean, muscular build, 
fit, work out, 37, 5'11", 155, pretty muscular 
build. | take good care of myself. | work out. I'm 
professionally employed. I'm looking for a 
Caucasian male 30-45, in good shape, muscular, 
clean, healthy lifestyle and a NS. Someone 
who's got a good heart and looking to date and 
wants to share his life with another person. If 
that's you and you want to know more then 
leave a message with your details and we'll 
talk. Thanks. Box 87239 


Hi, | wasn't what category to put this ad in but 
I'm looking for a long-term friendship. And | 
want it to be more than friendship in terms of 
sensuality not sexuality. What I'm looking for is 
a guy | can massage, particularly if he has big 
feet. | also like overweight men with beer bel- 
lies and big tits. But all I'm really interested in 
is to massage their body and tit play and that 
kind of stuff. Big feet are not essential but 
they're certainly welcome. | like certain ethnic 
groups including tall, thin Japanese guys and 
just about all East Indian guys, just as long as 
the guy 20-45. | also like Middle Eastern guys as 
well. | live in the West End. I'm about 5'8” and 
200Ibs. I'm not skinny myself. If you are looking 
for a gym boy and sex, this is not the ad for you. 
But if you want a nice, sensual, free massage 
for 1-2 hours and make friends and maybe go to 
movies, please respond. Thank you. Box 88121 


Hi guys. I'm a 48yrs young male in Victoria. What 
'm looking for is an honest, sincere friend to go 
out for coffee, movies, dining out, going to the 
bars and just hanging out together with occa- 
sional fun times, not necessarily in that order. 
Like | said, I'm 48. I'm not in the best of shape 
even though | do work out. I've got a sense of 
humour. | love reading, | also like to play cards. 
Strip poker anyone? | love to cook, bake, music, 
Sports and travelling. | also like movies including 
pom. | want to start out by meeting for coffee 
first. | don’t want to rush into things, just get to 
know each other first. | am sincere, trustworthy 
and not into head games. If you like what you 
hear then leave a message. Take care. Box 88122 


Hi guys. Well, to start out with picture a well 
educated man in the West End, Picture 6’, 
160Ibs with a 31” waist from daily swimming or 
funning. Now zoom in closer and you'll see this 
uy reading a novel or the New York Times, My 


These are just a few... 


personality? My friends tell me I'm cheerful 
and outgoing, And they also say that although 
I'm 50, | look much younger. When |.go out on 
the weekends | head for the theatre, outings 
with friends or the quiet of the forest. A bonus 
for a boyfriend is that | do like to give mas- 
sages. Yoga helps me stay flexible for cuddling 
After that, intensity is great if it begins and 
ends in tenderness. What keeps me going? 
Well, my friends and my spiritual faith. | also 
meditate daily and take leisurely weekend 
hikes whenever | get the chance. Both help me 
to stay in the moment. I'm looking for someone 
who is fit physically, emotionally, spiritually 
and intellectually. Now to plug into this one- 
way conversation, punch in... Box 94812 


Hey, how's it going? Attractive guy, mid 20s, 
just looking for somebody else who is looking 
for a friend and possibly a LTR. I'm 6’, about 
190-195, dark hair/eyes, a masculine guy, pret- 
ty discreet. I'm just looking for someone who's 
looking for a friend, long walks, movies, and 
dinners possibly leading to something more. 
Get back to me. Box 88242 


Hi, I'm calling from Vancouver. I'm a youthful 
looking AM in my early 40s. I'm 5'6", about 
135\bs. I'm university educated and financially 
stable. I'm seeking a masculine professional 
Caucasian male either in his late 30s or early 
40s for possible dating and more. | would pre- 
fer someone with a larger build and who is not 
in the gay scene. If you're looking for a quality 
kind of guy then please reply to... Box 94522 


I'm 24yrs old, 5°10", 165lbs. I'm Asian, good 
looking, attractive. I'm not looking for new 
friends and possibly more if things work out. | 
like movies. | like to travel. I'm into the arts, | 
like clubbing once in a while. I'm a SD. I'm def- 
initely into dating. I'm looking for someone 
who's nice, honest, preferably someone around 
my age. | have a tendency to like feminine guys 
or guys with a lot of feminine qualities. So if 
this ad sounds interesting to you, please leave 
me a message. Thank you. Box 96656 


I'm looking to meet new people for friendship 
and perhaps more with the right guy. I've lived 
in Vancouver for about 4 years and I'm origi- 
nally from the East Coast. My interests 
include music and singing, movies and the- 
atre. | like walking, going to the gym, and 
exploring new cultures and the city around 
me. | would love to meet someone who enjoys 
travelling so perhaps | can travel with him. I'm 
27 and stable and employed. I'm Caucasian 
and would love to meet an AM. | have dark 
brown hair and eyes and a large build. If this 
sounds like someone you'd like to know, leave 
a message. Box 88313 


Casual 
Encounters 


Hey, what's up? Good looking, muscular, well 
hung, 33yr old jock. Very hot, smooth, athletic 
body, with 8" uncut. In the West End. Looking 
to hook up with ather guys who are also hot 
and well hung. Box 88375 


Hey there, are you a young WM 20-35 inter- 
ested in getting together with an older man in 
his 40s? I'm in the West End, 49, 5°10", 200, 
husky build with auburn hair, hazel eyes, mus- 
tache, hairy body, 6" cut cock. I'm looking to 
get into mutual oral, body contact and possi- 
bly more. If you're looking for some fun then 
get back to me. Box 85025 


Hey guys, I'm a masculine, good looking, 25yr 
old WM, bleach blond hair, blue eyes, clean- 
shaven, decent build, 7” uncut, pretty thick. I'm 
looking for another masculine, good looking 
guy in his mid-20s, | can travel. So if there are 
any hot young boys out there that want to chat, 
get back to me. Box 83617 


This is a 19yr old, very cute AM from Surrey. I'm 
Filipino-Chinese, 5'7" with dark brown hair and 
brown eyes. I'm looking to get together with 
someone on a casual basis who can travel 
Maybe who knows? So I'm into casual encoun- 
ters. | promise you won't regret meeting me 
Get back. Box 85099 


Let's see, it's a beautiful sunny day in Victoria 
('m a smooth, attractive, skinny older guy. I'm 
looking for a slim male, 5'10", 150 or less. I'm 
5'8”, 132. I'd like to meet someone for friend- 
ship and whatever else happens for sure. Leave 
a message. Box 85639 


Hey guys, I'm a good-looking young guy calling 
from Kits. I'm 5'10", 150, dark brown hair and 
eyes, 7” cut. I'm good looking and in pretty 
good shape. |'m looking for guys in their early 
20s who have got their own place in Kits or 
downtown. So if you're interested then shoot 
me a message. Box 85731 


Hi, I'm 36, blond hair, blue eyes, mustache, 
185lbs, 5'9", professionally employed, predom- 
inantly a bottom. I'm looking for a top. Bi is fine 
with me. Looking for someone on a regular 
basis. Good looking, dark hair, dark features a 
big plus. Box 86693 


Hi, my name is Mark. I'm 5'8", 170, 32. | keep 
myself in really good shape. | am very muscular, 
very smooth, big nipples. My cock is about 8” 
uncut, nice shaved balls, black hair, black eyes, 
half Italian, half Spanish, very healthy, very 
clean. Box 92135 


Free: 


- to listen to over 1000 ads 


Calgary 


403-261-2100 


Hi guys, my girlfriend and | are looking fora 
special young man, bi, preferably under 25 and 
preferably a virgin for a 3-some. If you're that 
person, leave a message. Box 80937 


\'m an early 40s, cock worshipping guy. | live in 
the West End area, 5111”, 185-190Ibs, attrac- 
tive, very smooth body. I'm looking for some 
older guys to fool around with. | love oral, 69 
I've got a nice fat, 8” cut cock, shaved balls. 
Give me a call. Box 83601 


Hi, I'm looking for slim young men, 18-30, that 
are into giving and receiving spankings. Or if 
they don't want to receive, just giving, with an 
older WM, 5'9", 170, black hair, clean-shaven. 
I live in North Van, | like to get down on my 
knees and service you, bend over for you 
Maybe you do the same thing for me, but it's 
not necessary. If you like to wear women’s lin- 
gerie and panties, that would be a plus, but 
again not necessary. | live in North Van. I'm 
clean and discreet. Give me a call. We could 
have some fun. Box 80876 


Hey, bottom guy here in New West working in 
the West End. I'm looking to see if there's any- 
one wanting an ongoing casual relationship. 
No strings attached, discretion assured and 
expected. If you're into oral, ass play, body con- 
tact, cuddling, giving and receiving, deep tissue 
massages, leave me a message. Your contact 
info gets mine. To get a response, include your 
description as well as your location. Box 87017 


Hi, my name is Bob. I'm in my early 40s. I'm 
5'11”, 175 and I've got a great body. I'm looking 
for a man in his late 30s to 40s who is discreet, 
very healthy and very clean. I'm a bottom. I'm 
very inexperienced but | definitely have a great 
body and | guarantee you will not be disap- 
pointed. Box 87497 


Yeah, |'m a young guy, 24yrs old, about 5'8", 
160, muscular build, smooth, good looking. I'm 
looking for other guys in their 20s who are also 
in good shape, who are easygoing, good sense 
of humour, maybe have a beer or two and see 
where it goes. So if that sounds good then get 
back to me. Thanks. Box 81392 


I'm 18, 5'6", blond hair, brown eyes, 140\bs. My 
name is Andy. If you want to talk to me then get 
back to me. Box 88268 


Bisexual 


Hey, how's it going? It's Joe calling, I'm a 21yr 
old male calling from Calgary, Alberta, I'm about 
6°. I've got dark brown hair and nice blue eyes. 
I'm 180lbs, fairly attractive. I'm open-minded. | 
mostly like oral. I'm about 6” uncut and usually 
a top. I'm kind of new to the scene so | prefer to 


Time can be purchased 24 hours a day, 
with a variety of payment options: 


¢ VISA, Mastercard, AMEX: 
Call our customer service center at 


30. 935- 0222 


hook up with older men, preferably much older. 
I'm looking for someone who want to come over 
tonight for an hour or two. |'m looking to hook 
up with an older guy tonight. So make sure you 
get back to me right away. 87990 


Hi, I'm Todd, 29, good looking, 6’, 165!bs, I'm bi 
I'm looking for the same or a bit older up to 
about 40 for good times. I'm into orally servic 
ing. I'm not necessarily interested in any recip- 
focation. Your place or mine. | like the same, 
tall, slim, flat belly. Uncut is a plus and | really 
dig red hair, Get back to me. Box 88000 


Hi, I live in Surrey. I'm 56, 6'1”, 200\bs, bi. | like 
women and | occasionally like men. I'm looking 
for a casual affair. Call me and let's see what 
happens. Box 88019 


Hi, hot looking 30yr old, although | look 25-26 
I'm very young looking. | have lots of young 
energy. I'm looking for singles or groups. I'm 
61", 170lbs, auburn hair, blue eyes, great 
smile, friendly, playful, imaginative, sincere. | 
am 7” long and 5” thick. | keep myself nicely 
trimmed and clean. I'm shaved, clean shaven 
face as well. | am into anything that's fun and 
exciting. |'m open-minded, imaginative and 
playful. | definitely lave being a bottom. | love 
giving oral, {'m versatile and just looking for 
some hot, fun times. So if you're interested 
leave a message and I'll get back to you as 
soon as | can, Box 88088 


Hi there, Young guy, 33, interested in gray 
haired Caucasian married guys either visiting in 
town or a casual get together. Must be clean 
and super discreet. I'm 611”, 205, brown hair, 
green eyes. | like to do golf and sports, go to 
movies. No strings attached. | prefer guys that 
are above 5110", gray hair, and hairy chest 
HWP. | just like regular Joe's, business types 
So if you're interested in chatting, why don't 
you leave a message? Maybe we can get 
together and have some fun. Thank you. First 
timers are welcome as well. Box 94219 


Just Friends 


Hey guys, 6’, 195!bs, 33yrs old, brown hair, 
green eyes. I'm looking to connect with other 
guys, 19-35, easygoing, | like hiking, sports, 
movies, dining out, whatever. If this sounds 
interesting, shoot me back a message, tell me 
a little bit about yourself and we'll take it from 
there. Box 88343 


Hey, my name is Brad. I'm about 5111", 150\bs, 
brown hair, blue eyes, lean, hairy chest, 8” uncut 
26. |'m just looking to meet friends, talk, maybe 
hang out and see what happens. If this sounds 
interesting leave a message at... Box 88144 


Local live connections FREE! 


Use FREE code 8306 


Edmonton 
780-490-2299 
Victoria 
250-360-1331 


Leather, S&M 
and B&D 


|'m a bi curious, submiss 


10bs 
Clean shaven, smooth, brown hair/eyes, 7” cut 
cock, very thick, big head. I'm looking for some- 
one to work me over from time to time and 
someone that | can pleasure on a regular basis 
so | can learn the ropes and he can teach me 
how to please him. Box 88261 


ve male, 6'5' 


West End. I'm a naughty, submissive bottom 
guy who needs a stern top man to pull down my 
tight little short pants and give me a hard strap- 
ping across my bum followed by a long, hard 
fucking up my tight hole. I'ma mature, slim and 
fit, 6°, 164. Leave your phone number in my box 
and | will contact you. Box 91238 


Hey guys, 6’, 205Ibs, brown hair, hazel eyes, 
33yrs old. Dominant top looking for guys 19-35 
who likes to bottom. I'm into light bondage. 
S&M, role-play, | really want to get together 
with a submissive, preferably physically small- 
er guy. If that's you, shoot me back a message 
and we'll connect. Box 88339 


Groups and 
3-Ways 


Mature bi WM, attached, well endowed, great 
butt, slim, feminine body, 5'9”, 150°, brown hair, 
green eyes, NS/ND, no drugs, safe, healthy, 
clean, discreet, submissive, open minded. Likes 
lingerie and video. Interested in similar young 
M/F couples. Vancouver area. Box 88046 


This is Chris. | live in Vancouver. Basically I'm look- 
ing for someone to hook up with. I'm 18, brown 
hair, 5'8”, 7" cut, versatile. I'm basically looking to 
have some fun. I'm 18. Thanks. Box 88219 


Hi, my name is Mark. I'm 5'8", 170, 32. | keep 
myself in really good shape. | am very muscular, 
very smooth, big nipples. My cock is about 8” 
uncut, nice shaved balls, black hair, black eyes. 
half Italian, half Spanish, very healthy, very 
clean, Box 87314 


Hello there, this is Alex. I'm a versatile, bi WM 
61", 175, dark hair, dark hazel eyes, smooth, 
slim, tight, muscular body, | take great care of 
myself. I'm considered quite sexy. I'm looking 
for an attractive, in shape, bi couple, M/F cou: 
ple that are looking to have an extra cock in 


their lovemaking, Like | said, I'm versatile. | can 


be submissive or dominant. I'm very clean, very 
safe. If you're into having some hot, hot fun, get 
back to me right away. Box 88337 


Red Deer 


403-346-4006 


For 175 other local cities: 
1-888-272-7277 


Phone Buddies 


Hi there. I'm y horny 
to talk to a fem 
out th 


e interested 


hav 
sex, get back to me. | like to use a ¢ 
ass while I'm pulling on my cock. | icking 
my hand off when I'm finished. Why don’t you 
get back to me if that excites you? Box 88112 


Fetish and Kink 


Hey boys. Very good-looking guy in my lat 
6'1", 186, dark brown hair, blue eyes, muscular. 
I'm looking for other cute, young guys in their 
20s who are turned on by cigars and cigar 
smoking, |'m also looking for guys who are into 
watersports and anything kinky and fun. But I'm 
totally turned on by guys who smoke cigars and 
| smoke them myself. So if you're into that, get 
back to me at... Box 83513 


Hi guys, this West Ender is looking for guys in 
their 30s or 40s, who loves having his balls 
stroked and licked and teased and stretched - 
all very erotic, no or low pain. I'm in my late 
30s, 5'8", 145|bs, toned, | work out. I'm good 
looking with shaved balls and chest. I'm look- 
ing for mutual ball play, cocksucking action 
with @ guy in his 30s or 40s, somewhat fit 
Balding a plus but not necessary. If you're inter- 
ested leave me your phone number and your 
name in... Box 88333 


Transvestites and 
Transsexuals 


Hello ladies, I'm 36, 6’, blond hair, blue eyes 
mustache, 200Ibs. Looking for a first time expe: 
flence with a trans-gendered female. Hoping to 
travel anywhere in the lower mainland: Get 
back to me if you're interested. Box 88089 


Hello, this 31yr old is very slim, 5'9”, nice long 
legs, CD, very passable is looking for black skin 
males. |'m looking to please one or more. | get 
turned on by that fully. | wear heels, painted 
toenails, nice red lipstick, blond wig, lingerie 
nice little ass, sheer long legs. So if you want 
me to please you, any with you like, let me 
know. Box 88168 


Hi there. | need some help. I'm looking to meet a 
TV or TS for a LTR. | don't know where to go meet 
them because I'm new in town. | don’t know 
where to get a hold of them. So if you're a TV or 
TS, leave a message and le 


ne your phone 
number. Or if you can help me 4 out where | 
can go meet somebody lea 


ciate all the help! can get. Thank you. Bax 88250 


- to record your own voice ad 
- voice mail boxes 


1-888-305-8182, 
° Discreetly pay. by CASH: 


Hi guys. I've got a tight, toned and tanned body with an 8 1/2” cock. | com- 
pletely shave my cock and balls and I've got a tiny little G-string tan line 
on my ass. I'ma total exhibitionist. | love lying back on my bed and stroking 
my cock watching a hot porno movie or looking at kinky magazines. | like 
to have a guy come over, Asian preferably. If you're into watching, that's 
great. | think it would be fun to just have you stand there totally naked, 
stroke your cock and watch me as | show off. Or | would like you to show 
off too. So if you're an exhibitionist yourself, that would be fun. | love 
wearing little tiny, sexy G-strings, bikinis or panties while lying back on the 
bed with my big cock straining to pop out of them. It's a real turn on. So if 
you've got a nice body, you're well hung, you're young and you like to show 
off or you'd like to jump in and goof around, that would be fun too. Give 
me a shout if you're interested, Come on over, lie back, watch, be watched 
and let's see who can shoot the biggest load. Talk to you soon. Box 87043 


Become an 
Interactive Male member: 


To place your own ad simply call and 
follow the recorded instructions. ff 
you wish, have your ad appear in the 
next available issue of Outlooks (and 
on our website) absolutely FREE! 


Respond to Voice Ads or Retrieve 
Messages for as low as 8¢/min! 


1-900-451-3800 (SI ‘99/min.) 18+ Browse at www.interactivemale.com 


407 
personals 


GAY TEACHERS 
Looking for gay teachers in Calgary area interested in 
motivated 


getting together socially. Not politically 


(vavteachers@hotmail.com) Check us out under Xtensions 


(403) -9499 Ext 2019 


GUYS! Swim naked at Inglewood Pool Sept. &th, 7-9 pm 
for $10. Check out Buck Naked Boys Club Xtention (403) 


-9499 Ext 2028 for more naked events 


Gay TravelExperts.com Lesbian and Gay * Land and Sea 


Vacation Experienees 


602 
travel Alberta 


The 

FOXWOOD 

Bed & Breakfast 
1725 - 12 Street SW 


Located in the Heart of 
Calgary 
Beautiful 1910 
Character Home & Great Hosts 
Very Comfortable Rooms with Many Extras 
New Indoor ‘Spa’ with Deluxe Jacuzzi 
Close to Clubs & Calgary's Best Dining 
Treat Yourself for Business or Pleasure 


oe), ae A 


Website 


603 
travel BC 


VISITING KELOWNA? 
Doyle House Bed & Breakfast welcomes you! Open year 


round, gay operated, rates from $45. 250-868-1018 


The Flags- Kelowna 


Gay B&B with the pleasures of a resort 


swimming pool 
hot tub 
sauna 


close to ski slopes 
open all year 

huge breakfasts 
clothing optional warm hospitality 


ae [ 0 fo 
reserve toll-free: 1-866-762-8184 


web: http://members.home.net/theflags 
email: theflags@home.com 


Crossword answers... 
Puzzle on page 35 


44 September ‘01 


SY T1 saies 


The Dragon Fly Inn 
Nelson, B.C. 

Our late Victorian home offers guests two 
antique appointed bedrooms, sumptuous 
breakfasts. an outdoor hot tub; all enjoyed with a 
fabulous view of Kootenay Lake. 


Raylene & Laura, 1016 Hall Mines Rd, (250) 
354-1128, Fax (2 50) 354-1128 Email: 
dragnfly@netidea.com 


Buy, Sell or Trade. 


Take outa classified ad in Outlooks. 


PEN PALS WANTED 


Honest Ghanaian gay guy who is looking for gay for 
friendship to share the rest of my life with. If yes write to 
me. Please any yeah can write to me. Hobbies: exchange of 
letters and gifts, eating oul with friends, ete 
Abdul Fatawu Alhassan BOX 597 Sunyani B/A Ghana 
WA 


Ave: 25 vears 


Nice looking Brazillian bottom man, 38 vears old, 
dreamtul eves, smiling heart, seeks Canadian top men any 
age inv look Gnature and ugly men are specially 
welcome) for exchange of letters by mail, Liogo Fontenelle 
Rua Gustavo Sampaio, 301 Fortaleza-Ceara 60.455 000 


Brazil 


Abudu Baba 35 years old. Hobbies: Reading and travelling 
Write N.C.C.E. Box 30. Techiman, B/a Ghana W/A 

Smooth chocolate skin, honest, caring, affectionate, 
romantic, passionate. Like to meet man for long term 
relationship. Call: 00233 61 26176. or write: Thomas 


Ameyain BOX 7507 Sunyani B-A, Ghana W/A 


Very cute and affectionate black guy 26, honest, caring, 
loving, intelligent, romantic and passionate would like to 
meet a man serously for long lasting relationship. Write to 


BOX 1501 Sunyani - Ghana, West Africa 


“ altractive, open minded good listener and have a 
sense of humour. | am honest and would like to meet with 
someone for long term relationship. Please write with 
photos to: Riehard Damoah BOX 2243 Sunyani - B/A, 


Ghana, Africa 


Honest Ghanaian gay guy who is looking for Canadian gay 
guy for friendship. Write to: Abu Moio BOX 2055 Sunyani 
B/A Ghana, West Africa 


Very cute African gay guy with smooth chocolate skin, 
caring honest, kind, romantic, affectionate and passionate 
seeks gay man for Jong lasting relationship. Age, race and 
looks are unimportant. Please write to: David Ayuba BOX 
2023) Sunyani B/A Ghana. West’ Africa. e-mail: 


davidaysha@yahoo.com 


lam a very nice. sexy black guy, 24. slim 5°9". Seeking 


older guy, prefer non-smoker for serious — relationship. 
Write to: Najeb Issifu, Green-Hill Villa BOX 803 Syi, B/A 


Reglow Ghana W/A 


Cute with gorgeous lips, African gay slim with well-toned 
chocolate body, not materialistic. honest, romantic. WE 

seeks a partner to meet for relationship. Write Osman 
Ibrahim Adam PO BOX 380 Sunyani, B/H Ghana, West 


Africa. e-mail: osmanatfection@ yahoo.com 


\ gorgeous attractive guy 23, very faithful, caring 


affectionate, romantic, loving and open minded 
relationship and more. Write to: Mr. Gausu Osmanu PO 


BOX 824 Sunyani B/H Ghana, W/Africa 


COMING TO YOU VERY SOON! 

lam a young, strong, energetic, handsome, humble guy 
with soft skin and passionate, coming to you very soon, If 
you are a mature male don’t waste time..,write now! Name: 
Kwaku Address; Cocoa Avenue Box 1674 Teshie-Mungua 
Pstates Acera Ghana W/A e-mail: cooty@us.net 


Lam honest sensitive monogamous and good moral values, 
educated, no smoker, non-aleoholic/drugs. Good looking 
HIV and disease tree, 26 yrs. Seeking some special top, 
sincere and monogamous to build a long term relationship 
26-70 yrs. Only serious must apply. Write to: Maxwell 


Gyau PO BOX 1647, SYT Brong Ahafo, Ghana W/A 


xX, 


747-9499 


toll free 1-877-88&e-2011 


the telequide to the Gay & Lesbian Community 


CALGARY 


Community Groups 

AIDS Calgary. 

Apollo Friends in Sports, GLBT... 

Buck Naked Boys Club. 

Calgary Networking Club 

Camp 187... atte 

Children Need Support Too.. 

Fairy Tales. Film Festival. 

Fem to Fem Social Group (for women sn only) 2050 
Gay Fathers... : 2090 
Gay Teachers and Friends... ..2019 
GLASS 2222 
GLCSA 2052 
Integrity. 2020 
Men's Project 2016 
Metropolitan Community Church... .2010 
Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation3220 
PFLAG Calgary. 2018 
Pride Calgary. 2850 
Real Me... .. 2056 
Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club 2022 
SHARP Foundation...... 2830 
Speak Sebastian...... 2024 
Team Calgary. - 2870 
Urban Sex - Radio Show.... ...4200 
Victorian Matriarchal Academy. .3210 


CALGARY 


Businesses 


11 St Lodging 

Arena Coffee Shop 

Arena Nightclub 

Rainbow Destinations..... 
Backlot. 

Detour. 

Jeffery’s Boudoir Photography Y. 


Outlooks presents 


Gay Teachers and Friends 
Xtension 2019 


Sponsored by 


8 i 


Calgary: 


777-9494 
Edmonton: 413-7122 


Loading DOCK......2::..:002202 
Money-Pennies 

Rainbow Pride Resource Centre.............. 
Randy Harris, Clinical Social Worker....... 
Victoria's. 


EDMONTON 


Community Groups 

Buck Naked Boys Club of Edmonton 
Dignity... : 

Gay Men’ Ss Wednesday Coffee Evening.. 2021 
GLCCE 


Kairos House 

Long Yang Club.. 

Men's Support Group....... 
Outreach (U of A) 
PFLAG... 


Police Liaison Committee... 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 


Cosmetics by Karen............... 
The Fly Bat.c....n.00t ee 2520 


LETHBRIDGE 


Community Groups 


AIDS Connection Society.............. 
GALA/LA 


The Fly Bar 
Xtension 2520 


Apollo Friends in Sports, GLBT 
Xtension 3000 


Rainbow Destinations 
Xtension 2092 


Instructions: To access the Directory: 


¢ Dial 777-9499 (Outside Calgary 1-877-882-2011). 
¢ Press 1 on your touch-tone phone at the main menu prompt. 
¢ Enter the four-digit Xtension number. 


Instructions: To obtain an Xtension for your group: 
¢ Call Outlooks at 228-1157 (Outside Calgary 1-888-228-1157) 


We can also help you with any problems in changing your Xtension messages, 
reporting outdated Xtensions, or answering your questions. 


GAY 
BULLETIN 
BOARD 


HOTEL fantastic journey is about to begin. All they’re looking for is Afternoon tea is the next adventure for our two 
From: Vivid DVD & Vivid Video something cool to drink but they find more than liquid refresh- heroes and this fantasy hotel serves up the best cup they have 
Featuring: Griff Thorson, Michael Crawford, ment is on hand awaiting their arrival. ever experienced. Out in the garden it’s more like a mid- 
Peter Wilder, Dino DiMarco, Grant Wood, Derek Bishop, Once inside this strange hotel the fun begins. summer night’s dream and Griff and Michael soon fit in with 
Mark O'Neil, Erik Evans, JT Sloan, Will Clarke. They’re shown to their room immediately and fatigue takes over __ this high tea ritual. 
Running Time: 90 minutes as they collapse on the bed and fall asleep. Griff is restless and This is one trip across the country that has some 
leaves Michael sleeping while he decides to soak in the bathtub. _ totally unexpected kinks in the road, that leave viewers hoping 
Griff Thorson and Michael Crawford are about to Soon he’s joined mysteriously by two cute houseboys who the two vacationers never reach journey’s end! 
start an adventure with a 3000 mile driving trip across the coun- —_ appear from under the tub. Is he dreaming or is this really hap- 
try when they realise that packing for the trip is a real bore. A pening? He doesn’t wait to figure things out; he just enjoys this 
short interlude in the shower together gives them renewed enthu- _ incredible room service. Both of these houseboys know how to 
siasm to finish packing and hit the road. When you see what _ keep their guests happy and Griff is happy to give them a big tip. 
they’re packing you realise this is going to be one big adventure —_ Griff is now ready for his nap, but as he falls asleep he awakens 


for them both. Fasten your seat belt, it’s going to be a bumpy —— Michael. RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


ride! Michael goes to the bathroom to freshen up but dis- MUSIC: tee San eee 
Like any long car journey, the road is long and any __ covers himself in a locker room instead. His fantasy is another BODIES: tettek STO RVR 


distraction is welcome. Griff and Michael find themselves ata journey beyond reality and he doesn’t hesitate to enjoy the spe- f 
small hotel in the middle of nowhere and, unknown to them a cial guest services at this hotel. ACTION SCENES: tek i 


www.gayhardlooks.com 


Gay games and puzzles. Live video chat. 


$2.95: 


4 DAY TRIAL 


Memberships in Calgary available at Rainbow Pride Resource Centre. 


Review sponsored by Source Adult Video, 10210 
MacLeod Tr S.; 2770 22nd Ave NE; 1536 16th Ave NE; 3 
4310 17th Ave SE; 1127 17th Ave SW, Calgary 


DIG he’s standing by his Jeep naked, the co-worker doesn’t hesitate additional hot activities that leaves the workmen sweaty again. 

From: All Worlds Video to join his solo pleasures. This twosome is obviously experi- This never-ending cycle of hot men with hot bodies working 

Featuring: Gerardo, James, Eduardo, Brad enced in modern as well as ancient rituals as they make use of _ hard together shows why some guys love searching for ancient 
King, Tyler Flannery, Brian Roberts, Bobby Parks, the Jeep’s roll-bar in a manner never intended by the manufac- _ history. Of course they seem to find plenty of modern enter- 
Cameron Sage turer. They also know why a tailgate is useful on a four-wheel _tainment to take their minds off the rocks they’ve been work- 

Running Time: 90 minutes. drive vehicle when it’s parked. ing with all day 

Another couple of workers finds it hard to get start- 

When a handful of men are working together in ed in the morning. When everyone else is hurrying off to the 
desert-like conditions on an archaeological dig miles from civ- _ dig site, these two prefer to start the day with a relaxing soak 
ilization, anything can happen. They’re searching for relics of in the Jacuzzi. Obviously the home base for the workers is 
an ancient civilization. Sometimes the desert heat plays tricks more luxurious than most campgrounds and the workmen 
with their minds, and other times the heat just makes them hot —_ enjoy their well-equipped surroundings. It’s easy to forget the 
and horny. One thing’s for sure: the isolation of the dig allows _ hot desert in a tub with your studly dig partner. However, the 
for these muscular, shirtless workers to appreciate each other _ tool at hand gets more attention than the spades, shovels and 
as much as the ancient artifacts they find in the hillside. brushes waiting for them at the work site. 

When one of the workers drives off in his Jeep to It’s hard work out in the midday sun, so it’s not MUSIC: kK SET: keke 
find an isolated spot to be alone with his fantasies it comes as unexpected when sweaty bodies are cooled off by having jugs = BODIES: toktotok STORY: **&* 
a big surprise when he’s joined by a co-worker. Even though — of water poured over them. However, this leads to a series of ACTION SCENES: k*&*&* 


‘Review sponsored by Express Video, #202 11745 
Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480. 
Email: exec.express@v-wave.com 


RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


THE NOOWER 
CHECK-IN 11AM-2PM DAILY FOR S6 LOCKER OR $9 ROOM - 4 HOUR MAX. 


MILITARY MONDAYS 
CHECK-IN 4PM-MIDHIGHT WITH MILITARY OR STUDENT ID - 20% OFF 


BUDDY HIGHT WEDNESDAYS 
CHECK-IN 4PM-MIDNIGHT - 187 GUY REGULAR PRICE, 240 GUY FREE 


CHECK OUT OUR FREQUENT VISITOR POLICY FOR REWARDS 
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25 PRIVATE ROOMS 
4 SLING ROOMS 
3 DOUBLE ROOMS 
TOOUBLE T¥ ROOM 
ATW ROOMS 
LARGE SHOWER AREA 

HOT TUB 
SAUNA 


_RATES APPLY TO 12 HOUR VISIT 


: Best 
Sess eeu aeenh uaa aaa 


LOCKERS 
2 XXX VIDEO ROOMS 
GLORY HOLE BOOTHS 
LOCK BOXES 
CABLE TV LOUNGE 
FREE CONDOMS 

PLUSH WHITE TOWELS 
CLEAN, SAFE, SECURE 


Cruiseline’s Talking Classifieds ¢ Instant Live Connections with Local Hot Men ¢ Erotic Stories 


These are just a few of the thousands of hot 
talking classified ads appearing right now on 
Cruiseline Talking Classifieds. Record your own 
ad or listen to 1000's of ads for FREE! 


mbership Information 


* Respond to ads , retrieve messages or cruise through 


. our all-male live connections for as little as 13¢/minute! 
x 


™ wy * For membership information, call Customer Service toll-free at 
4 1-877-882-2010 (Calgary), 1-877-882-2007 (Edmonton) 


or visit one of our cash locations: 


Calgary: With the Times (2 locations) 


2212A - 4th Street SW & 118 10th Street NW 


30x 2253: Just looking for friendship and possibly more. | am 
5'11’, 170lb, short dark hair and green eyes, in good shape 


ox 2318: 1 am 31 years old. | recently separated from my 
am basically looking for fiends, other guys out there 
into Ifting weights, biking, shooting pool, that kind of 

| don't know a lot of people in Calgary and would ike 


343: I'm 19 Daal brown hair and eyes, 169lb, 29” 


inends. | am looking for someone who has a lot of interest in 
watching movies, playing video games, going out dancing, 
whatever. | am fairly good-looking, so | would like to have 
some good-looking inends — we could go out to the bars 


0 BE ALONE! 
rience all that everyone else does, If 
25-40, get back to me. 


x 2180: !am 34, 6), 170lb, Short brown shaved hair, blue 

fy Straight-acting and looking kind 

Of guy, average Kind of jeans-and-"T” shirt Kinda guy. Non- 
smokel al drinker, not into drugs. My interests include 
working uf, running, swimming, biking, blading, skiing 


10:00 am - 11:00 pm, 7 days 


Edmonton: Down Under 
12224 Jasper Ave 
Open 24 hrs/day 


..0F visit any Western Union outlet! 


camping, fishing, | like working in my yard landscaping, 
building projects, | like travelling, My favorite pastime is tak- 
ing ex-fflends out on my jet ski and throwing them into the 
lake. | am looking for guys who are serious about a longterm 
relationship, guys who are between 25-35, average height 
and weight, non-smoking. You should be active and sponta- 
Neous, a good sense of humour and spontaneous. | want 
someone who wants to give their heart and soul to another 
person for nothing in return. 


Box 2328: | am a 43 year old guy in good shape. | am 
510’, 15516, | like the outdoors a lot. | am definitely blue 
collar. | would like to hook up with a younger guy, meet and 
see where we go from there 


Box 2331: This is Derick. 5'9°, 150), Brown hair and eyes 

blond highlights. | am slim, naturally smooth, attractive, 

clean ncut and clean-shaven. | am looking for someone 18: 
Mut for a longterm relationship 


Box 2347: My names Aaron. | am 20, live in the northwest 
1am looking to hook up with some nice guys. | am 5'7, 
180Ib, ha 2, spiked hail 2art. Looking for 
someone 20-25, Just want to meet some nice guys 
Box 2382: | am 36, HIV+, and | am looking for someone to 
have a longterm relatonship with. | am looking for someone 
who is honest and caring and wants to have something more 
than sex. | DON'T WANT TO BE ALONE! | want to live, ! want 
re, | want to experience all that everyone else does. If 
2 ack to me, 
Box 2416: | am going to be turning 22, but anyways, I'm Naive 
and submissive. | am sim, and | am looking for something 
commitment, possibly, yeah, something like that. | would like to 
meet and possibly take a chance, who knows what is going to 
be, yeah, expected. | do act femme in @ way. That's just me 
being myselt Also, | mean, hey! What do you's got to lase? 


Box 2462: This mature, gay white male, 49, looking for a 
male, 30 and under. Do you want to be drug-free, honest 
and proud of who you are? You should enjoy music, social 


izing, camping, cuddling up on a cool evening. You should 


also be gainfully employed or ac 100! or colleae 


Jean 


hair and gr 

drinker, | am 

and looking, com, 
someone in 

dank or cofiee, and te 
Box 2126: | am an 18 year old. Dirty blond hair, green eyes, 
medium build, 6-1/2" cut, really homy. | am 

looking for anyone between 

the ages of 18-30. | 

am really horny, 


Box 2161 

Black guy 

here, 5111" 

18651b, looking 

for fun and casu- 

al encounters. Bottom 

boy here. Into new expen- 

ences. You maybe wanna check me out. 


id like to get together, have a 


rom inere. 


Box 2167: Hot 29 year old guy, brown hair and eyes, new 
to the lifestyle, looking for some action. Love lots of body 
contact. In shape, lot of fun to be around 


Box 2234: Glen! |am5'7°, 145lb, smooth, 7" hard, cut and 
Clean (| keep myself shaven). | am a bottom. | love Black 
men, really good-looking Black men. Height means nathing 
fo me, you can be short, nice, small butt, flat stomach, real- 
ty big dick 


Box 2251: | am a single, white 31 year old male, but | look 
about 25. Stand about 6'2”. I've got short, red hair, hazel 
eyes, nice, smooth skin, Lookin’ to get together with some 
fun. Drug and disease-free, | am open-minded and sponta- 
Neous, open to trying almost anything at least once, Just 
eg to enjoy myself 


Box 2257: My name is Mike, |am 18, ae good-looking, 
brown eyes and hair, great build. 8° uncut, shaven. 
Bodybuilder, swimmer, diver, Just looking for someone to 


hook up with for some Ne SEX, 


Box 2260:!.am 20, 5'11", 170lb, caucasian. I've got short, 
dark hait and green eyes. Possibly looking to meet someone 
wpe the age of 30, and see whe it might er 


Box 2335: My name is Brandon, Jam recently new to the 
scene, Just tumed 21, and | came out of the closet. Just 
looking for someone to take me into the scene, and teach 
me a thing or two about it, 6’, 195lb, | have aubum hair and 
blue eyes. | am from Calgary, and a college student here 
Looking for someone to take me in and show me the ropes. 


Get an instant 75 minute 

membership billed to your 
phone for $24.95 by calli 

1-900-451-8434 (Cal y) 


Who would ike to and have fun with me 
32 year old bij 


hair and blue eves 


nd balls. Looking ‘or a disc 
ie Clean BY MS ease: ff 
ite, | am 5'8°, 170Ib.| have 7 
to have someone to suck my 
) wants to enjoy my dick. 
2399: This is a fetish of mine, and | want to enjoy it. | 
want to experience nude wrestling, | want you to 
experience lots of tit n’ ball action 
including some light punching and 
squeezing, | am 33, 5'10" 
163Ib, very well-muscled with 
fice pecs, hard abs, and fairly 
hefty balls, and a 6" cut cock 
You are in good shape and 
weigh about the same, and are 
between 18-35, 


or TF chocntog si 


24 ome a sa 


Box 2451: Attractive male, 6’, brown hair, green eyes 
Looking for very well-endowed men who love to have their 
huge, fat dicks sucked, jerked and worshipped 


lleathers&sSM| 


Box 2144: | am a blond, smooth, jock boy. | am looking 
for someone very, very dominant. | am looking for some- 
one who can tan ass, raise wells, someone who can bring 
tears to my eyes, someone who can fip my “wittle” bun- 
nies to shreds. Need to be strapped, whipped, spanked, 
caned, shot, punched, blown up and air-brushed. Love 
sucking cock, rimming ass, love to drink piss, love to get 
fucked. | just adore getting beaten up! Love it rough and 
faunchy and ba 

Box 2441: | am extremely submissive Lookia or a domi- 
nant leather man to enslave me, | am looking for a perma- 
fent deal. | need:to permanently enslaved. Very much into 
bondage. | have a tight virgin ass. | am 5'8", 155Ib, sim-to- 
medium build, muscular, blue eyes, attractive, 


Box 2265: Extremely horny bottom. Love being fucked by 
oversized cocks, and | lave poo and pee. And | love deep 
throat. That's amore! | am extremely homy and alive! 


year ol 


), blond hair and blue eyes, r 


avery nice, 6" 0 
non g guys on the we 16, | lov 


sucked, | tke wearing wor 
Oy, 'm jerking my cock right n 


Box 2375: | am in good shape, | work out. | have brown hair 
and blue eyes. ! am clean-shaven. | enjoy wearing Vests, and 
going outside, Oh-yeah, that's right, | am 31 and yeah, | am 
1701b, 6'. Yeah, just bring me the line of life. Check in on 
someone interesting, see where it goes from there. 


transgender, 


Box 2044: | am looking for one or a group of transsexuals, 
transvestites, and passable crossdressers. Well, not really 
passable as much as, ones that mean what they are doing 
am 5'11", 150b, white, well-endowed, told | have a nice 
ags, slim, with short brown hair and blue eyes. 


Box 2067; My name is Chris. Considered attractive, top, 
looking for sexy transvestites. 


Box 2208: Cute, 25 year old, who loves being dressed in 
women’s lingerie, stockings, garter belts, panties, bras. 
Looking for a masculine, older gentleman to dress me up 
and play with me. 


Box 2303; My name? Leecha! | am a very attractive, sexy, 
|am 5'8", 140Ib, smooth body. Into exotic clothing, so 
what | am looking for is a very open-minded male who 
doesn't mind being with a transgender. 


Box 2368; Older gentleman is looking for a passable trans- 
vestite who is convincing and cute, and who has a lot of 
Negligees and sexy clothes. 


Box 2369: | am a 47 bi male. | am 6’, with a muscular 
build and a full head of hair, green eyes, attractive, very 
open-minded. | am looking for passable transvestites or 
transsexuals. | have a very high sex drive and hopefully 
you do, too. 


Box 2388: My name is Angel. | am 21 and | am a pre-op 
transsexual, | am looking to meet new guys. | am looking to 
find that special person. 


Box 2433: | am a 26 year old bi male. | stand 510", weigh 
2201p, considered very attractive. | am looking for a trans- 
sexual or transvestite for a friendship first, hopefully for a 
longterm relationship, 


to rae aah to 9pm you are billed only 1 minute for every 2 
minutes that you are on Cruiseline's live connections. 


Box 2454: | am’ 36, 5°11", 160Ib, short blond hair 
ae eyes, 6° cut. | am a top seeking a discreet and 
nate encounter with a TV, TS or cross 

ef. Open-minded, love giving and receiving oral 


10 give anal 


bisexuals; 


Box 2030: 31 year old; recently single bi male, A 
longterm fantasy of mine is to experience a threesome 
with a male/female couple where the male is bi. | am 
ery good-looking, 6', 190lb, short, brown hair, green 

(i that matters), and very serious 
about See 


Box 2096: Late 40s, bi, drug and disease-free, looking for 
open-minded guy for very erotic times. Into nudity, extibi- 
tionism, lots of creative possibilities, 

Box 2145; Bi guy here, looking for another nice guy to 
spend some quality time with. 


Box 2168: | am a 29 year old, attractive, fit guy, bi. | am 
really info guys and girls. | am new to the lifestyle as far as 
Quys go, so | am willing to be shown a few things. | am in 
Qood shape and incredibly horny. Love sex. 


Box 2270: This is Amber and Al. We are looking for bi 
males between 19-35. My husband is 37, and | am 19. 
What we are looking for is the possibility of friends or 
something more intimate. 


Box 2274: My name is Tyler, and am 18. 1 am looking for ~ 
other guys to have hot fun with. | love having hot showers, 
love sucking cock, and | love geting my dick sucked by 
another hot-looking guy. 


Box 2364: | am an early 30s male, single, 5'7°, dark hair 
and eyes, nice body, weigh 175lb, | am just looking for 
people who are very open-minded; | enjay sex, and | am 
primarily @ bottom. | like getting down and dirty, | love get- 
ting fucked. 


Box 2400: This is a young, 19 year old, inexperienced 
boy toy, straight-acting: | am looking for an older guy 
30-50 who is either married or bi, very masculine, have 
a nice 2 big dick and have a place to enterfain, | am 
very cute, and | haven't been with a guy before, | want 
to try anything. 


Box 2407: 30 year old, bi, white, male, 5'11°, 150Ib, 
blond hair and moustache, tattoos. Looking to get 
together with some tops now and again for some action 
Prefer groups, love to have a cock in my mouth and ass 
at the same time. | wouldn't mind getting into some kinky 
stuff; | love crossdressing, all that stuff Or just some 
good, clean, straight sex. 


> 


Photo: Robert Laliberté 
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check out our huge 


BACK TO SCHOOL SALE! 
One day only! on 
} our regular membership rates. 


Call for ol r 


Call now for your free membership. 


Cruiseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay-operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, call our helpful 24-hour Customer Service at (Calgary)1-877-882-2010 (Edmonton)I-877-882-2007. 


Local Live Connections -. ==! 


_ = . Vancouver Lethbridge 
604-257-5555 403-327-3280 

etl Crac ivé tr Edmonton Red Deer 
780-490-2299 403-346-4006 

® Medicine Hat Whistler 
Md fe 403-580-8013 604-935-0222 
Victoria For 175 other local cities 
250-360-1331 1-888-272-7277 

Calgary 
4 OZ -2 5 / me 


Use FREE code 8245 


1-900-451-3800 ($1.99/min.) 18+ Browse at www.interactivemale.com 


